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Since I launched the Fort Lauderdale City News early in 
October, I’ve received hundreds of calls of thanks and con-
gratulations. 

At one point, I was getting around fifty calls per day. 
Some callers were ecstatic and told me the publication was a 
“breath of fresh air” or a new “Bright Light” in Fort Lau-
derdale. One guy told me to run for mayor. Imagine 
that . . .

The tenor of almost all the calls and emails is that 
a community publication has been badly needed for 
a long time. Readers are eager to see stories on 
important issues that simply don’t get covered by 
our “local” newspaper.

People are also angry at how things are 
done in Fort Lauderdale and in the county. 
There is deep discontent with our leaders 
who routinely ignore us, with impunity. 
You know, these are the ones whose 
salaries are paid by the us, the tax pay-
ers. These are the same elected 
officials who beg us to be a city 
commissioner or mayor, promise 
us everything and then, once 
elected, seem to forget us. 
People are tired of lip    
service and the irritating 
pretense of something 
being done.

Callers want to see 
something done about 
high property taxes, wind-
storm insurance, ram-
pant development, 
crime, code enforce-
ment and much 
more. They don’t 

want to see another vote to build a huge condo tower or to 
change zoning or make land use changes for a developer.

They are hoping the Fort Lauderdale City News can help; 
I intend to do just that.

As you’ll see in this issue, many writers took me up on 
my offer to be a part of this publication. You’ll see excellent 
reader-contributed articles on the historic Annie Beck house, 
sprawling church development in Collee Hammock, condo 
horrors on Galt Ocean Mile, Sailboat Bend’s incredible Fire 
Museum, the renovation of the grand old Four Seasons Con-
do along with a fine restaurant review and others.

  But there is a lot to discover, learn, enjoy, expose, ob-
serve and change in our city. I am working on many stories as 
there’s so much that’s been unexamined for years.

In the end, this will be a real community newspaper 
with power when many of us become a part of it. We have 
a wealth of knowledgeable people in Fort Lauderdale who 
have valuable information about the workings of the city to 
share with the rest of us. And there are many, perhaps like 
you, who have longed to have a say in what goes on in the 
city.

I hope you’ll write about some of your important issues.
Callers have wished me “good luck” with the City News.
But my luck with the publication will be much better 

when good people like you participate with your knowledge, 
wisdom, perspective and experience in the form of articles. 
Feel free to call me and chat about story ideas.

On page 3, you’ll see that the Fort Lauderdale City 
News will host a long overdue city-wide volunteer recogni-
tion event in April of next year. It’s time we recognized so 
many of the fine volunteers who’ve done so much for our 
city. You are invited to send me your nominees along with a 
short paragraph about why they should be recognized. Email 
your nominations to me, steve@citynewsfl.com or call me      
directly at (954) 564-1308.

I hope you’ll join me and many others in making the Fort 
Lauderdale City News a powerful tool, for us and by us, to 
improve life in our city.
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You are invited to be a part of this new 
publication dedicated to Fort Lauderdale!

The Fort Lauderdale City News is a new home for your voice 
to be heard in the city. If you have an article you want to write 
about life in the city call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 564-1308 and 
let’s discuss it. Or, simply email it to the address shown below.

This publication is for us and by us; 

this is your chance to have a seat at the table.

Sun-Sentinel won’t publish your “letter to the editor?” 
Send it to me, Steve Kelley at steve@citynewsfl.com 

THE FORT LAUDERDALE THE FORT LAUDERDALE 
CITY NEWS CITY NEWS 

WILL HOST A WILL HOST A 
CITY-WIDE VOLUNTEER CITY-WIDE VOLUNTEER 

RECOGNITION EVENTRECOGNITION EVENT
IN APRIL, 2007IN APRIL, 2007

We will recognize, and give awards to, the fine 
volunteers who have made our city great. There 
will be many categories covering all aspects of 

service and giving.

If you know an excellent and deserving 
volunteer in your neighborhood or organization, 
please send a nomination along with a short 

paragraph describing their volunteer activities. 

Please Send it to:
steve@citynewsfl.com or call 

Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308.

This event will be held in April, 2007. 
Former City Commissioner Tim Smith 

will be the Effervescent Emcee and good time 
will be had by all.

Sponsors are welcome - if you have Sponsors are welcome - if you have 
an interest in building goodwill in the an interest in building goodwill in the 

community, call Steve Kelley at community, call Steve Kelley at 
the above number.the above number.

LOOK FOR MORE 
INFORMATION IN THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF THE FORT 
LAUDERDALE CITY NEWS.
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The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
published monthly by City News and 
serves the 176,000 residents of Fort 
Lauderdale.

Stephen M. Kelley, publisher, can be 
reached at (954) 564-1308.

Editorial Board
Tim Smith
Dan Lewis

Craig Sherritt
Ted Fling
Jon Albee
Lily Charles

Ernest Kelley

Contributing Writers
Dr. Grayson Walker

John Bernardo

Food and Entertainment
Kevin Lane

Rob Lowenberg

Art Direction & Ad Design: 
Patti Smith

ads@citynewsfl.com

www.citynewsfl.com

ADVERTISING RATES 
& SIZES

Deadlines for camera ready art and 
prepayment are the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Color 
ads are available - please call for prices. 
Adobe Acrobat files work best but we 
try to accommodate most graphic for-
mats. Our monthly advertising rates 
and ad dimensions are:

Full Page - 12.25 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $1,500

Half Page - 6.125 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $800.00

Quarter Page - 6.25 inches high 
by 5.10 inches wide - $450.00

For more information about adver-
tising please call Steve Kelley at (954) 
564-1308 or email your questions to 
ads@citynewsfl.com. 

Mail may be sent to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P.O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Advertise in the new 
Fort Lauderdale City News 
and reach the residents of 

Fort Lauderdale!

Introductory Rates are 
affordable and start at 

$1500 for a full page, 
$800 for a half page and only  

$450 for a quarter page.

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

for more information about
advertising to this huge and 

high-quality audience.
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Please join us as we collect…

The City of Fort Lauderdale is proud to host a drop-off location for a

shoe drive to benefit homeless children.  Now through Tuesday,

Dec. 19, 2006, your generous donation of a new pair of shoes for

infants to 17 year olds will make a difference this holiday season. 

This effort is a collaboration between Vice Mayor

Cindi Hutchinson and the Broward Partnership for

the Homeless. Donations are appreciated at: 

City of Fort Lauderdale

City Hall, 8th Floor 

100 North Andrews Avenue

For questions, please call 954-828-5028.

moreMARKET • PLACE

Gourmet Food • Fine Wines • Espresso
Fresh Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Specialty Foods • Yacht Provisions

Prime Meats • Fresh Fish • Wild Game
Wine Bar • Desserts • Coffee Bar

m
Portside Yachting Center
1850 SE 17th Street Causeway • Fort Lauderdale
www.morelauderdale.com • 954.701.4775

open 7 days

2430 NE 13th Avenue - Wilton Manors 
(954) 564-9147

Visit us at our great new location at 
2430 NE 13th Avenue, right behind 
Old Florida Seafood on 26th Street. 

See our great selection of trees, 
shrubs, groundcovers & flowers.

Beautiful
Pottery from 
Spain, Italy, 

Mexico,  
Asia & Vietnam

test to steve
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You are invited . . . 

To be a part of  
the new 

Fort Lauderdale  
city news 

A city-wide publication  
for us and by us 

Your articles about the  
important issues facing  

fort lauderdale are welcome. 

Your neighborhood and organizational 
news items, announcements, letters to 

the editor and pictures are also invited. 

To discuss article ideas and possibilities 
please call Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308
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THE CONUNDRUM OF PARADISE

               By Ernest Kelley

Conundrum: A problem 
with no satisfactory solution.

So, you are looking for paradise.  
Welcome to a very large group, in fact, 
likely all of humanity, but you can be 
sure some form of paradise is possible 
for each of us if we don’t mind working 
for it.

Locating your own paradise is a 
complicated matter and no one person 

can say where paradise lies for anoth-
er.  No less than 7 states have a town 
named Paradise. Many people, how-
ever, will never reach paradise. Read on 
and see some of the reasons why.

Typically paradise is marketed as a 
beautiful deserted island with sparkling 
clear water lapping quietly onto a white 
sand beach. You’ve seen the pictures.  
In that paradise one is sure to be happy 
with little to do but enjoy.  It is not real-
istic but it makes its’ point. Finding our 
individual paradise requires us to know 
ourselves, know what we enjoy doing, 

discovering that we have the power 
to change our life’s direction, and an 
understanding of the practical require-
ments of getting into and living in “par-
adise.”  Paradise and happiness are too 
close in meaning to be separated here.   

Why the problem getting there?  
Because life is complicated and there are 
many distractions to what is real.  For 
instance, today we are bombarded by 
streams of information and tempting 
choices coming headlong and fast.  We 
have to make many important decisions 
quickly and if done incorrectly can cost 
us in the long run.  

We as Americans are convinced to 
buy expensive products and services 
we don’t need. Our homes are already 
full of redundant “stuff” believing these 
products will make our lives easier, more 
fun and therefore happier. 

All three of these terms, easier, fun 
and happy are precisely what we think 
of when we think of paradise. But it is 
not paradise it is just what marketers 
have told us it is. The crush of products 
and services being advertised today 
keeps our minds out of focus to what is 
real.  Thousands of Americans are now 

renting mini-warehouses to hold the 
overabundance of stuff that there isn’t 
time to use. This is the tragedy of our 
capitalistic system.  Further proof of this 
huge distraction is reported in the form 
of credit card debt per person in the US 
which is around 4000 dollars.  Savings 
accounts for middle income Americans 
will usually run out in about a month 
should times get hard.  Because of this 
Americans have wrongly committed 
themselves to more years of work to pay 
for poor spending decisions. Do you see 
yourself in these examples? So consider 
how much time you spend just trying to 

buy happiness. 
Other things complicate our lives 

too. We seek to impress others and it 
costs us precious time and money.  Too 
many elected officials spend more time 
on their own ambitions rather than 
the promised statesmanship and that 
means problems that matter to us like 
security, education, medical issues and 
how to pay for other real things in life 
go unsolved.  We are asked by count-
less groups to take them on faith and 
give money and time to their causes 
only to discover later we were largely 
duped.  Some of these efforts will be 
worthwhile and we must be good citi-
zens but so many distractions rob time 
from ourselves.  Many of us have bad 
habits like smoking, overindulgence in 
alcohol and gambling that are actually 
quite expensive over the years even if 
we don’t get ill from the practice.  Many 
Americans simply try to go too many 
directions with their interests and plea-
sures. These are only some of the many 
distractions that fill our days needlessly 
preventing valuable introspection and 
personal growth. 

Lets stop here a moment and see 
how others have defined paradise and 
happiness.

Webster’s Dictionary:  
Paradise:  a place of ideal beauty or 

a state of delight
Happiness:  the state of enjoying 

pleasure or joy

Dictionary.com: Paradise- a place of 
extreme beauty, delight, or happiness

Word.net: Paradise: any place of 
complete bliss, delight and peace 

   
Mark Twain: “Happiness ain’t a 

thing in itself-it’s only a contrast with 
something that ain’t pleasant.”    

Aristotle: True happiness is not a 
long succession of pleasurable inner sen-
sations, that would be a fool’s paradise.  
Instead happiness requires engagement 
with the world, filled with reasoning, 
activity, real love and friendship.

Voltaire:  “Paradise is where I am.”

There is a guiding direction in these 
definitions. We confuse paradise with a 
geographical location when really it is 
more about the way we look at life. 

Paradise defies an exact label be-
cause there are an indefinite variety of 
things in which we seek pleasure. It is 
OK to enjoy pleasure but it alone will 
not sustain us, there must be growth, 
mental and physical activity and healthy 
loving relationships with others.  

One must first arrive at happiness 

before paradise can be achieved as 
hinted at by Voltaire. While humorous 
Twain‘s instinct for the human condi-
tion seems to say people will accept less 
than true happiness.  

Stories we have read about people 
stranded on pretty but deserted islands 
are not so much about the geographi-
cal location as it is about the characters 
search for what really matters in life to 
them. As the plot progresses, we see 
that the characters will discover that 
they have the power to change their 
life’s direction and all without money.  

Immediately after 9/11 many Ameri-
cans assessed their lives because the 
events of that day brought a sobering 
reality that life can be unexpectedly short 
and if we are to experience life to the 
fullest time matters. Therefore, paradise 
is not something we find, it is something 
we must study, then plan and construct 
for ourselves. We can be as free as our 
hearts and minds want us to be. 

Like most people, I have spent a 
great deal of time considering my own 
happiness and a place or activity likely 
to contribute greatly to that.  Like most 
the process has evolved over time and 
eventually I was able to make those de-
cisions about what is important to me. 

Today my wife and I live and travel 
on our 44 ft. sailing catamaran.  We deal 
with the most powerful aspects of life 
like our own safety and well being at 
sea. We find the rewards of taking our-
selves across our geographical world 
are great and the experience of seeing 
the many cultures up close satisfying. 

Likely we are no stronger than most 
of you but perhaps better focused.  We 
have communicated well (notice I didn’t 
say perfectly) throughout our 34 years 
of marriage so that we now know the 
other and from that we know ourselves 
better.  Discussing our future one day we 
agreed we had the American dream in 
full, we were happy and respected but 
what to do with the other half of our 
lives.  Endless working to what end? 

We resolved that we could not allow 
ourselves to fall into a stale daily routine 
but would have to have new challeng-
es, build new skills, and see new places.   
We knew that what is going on in the 
world will not change. We chose early 
retirement for the purpose of traveling 
on a sailboat to as much of the world 
as our nerve allows.  We are in year six 
of this adventure and after 3 continents 
our ambition to travel and learn hasn’t 
waned.  It has been a surprising amount 
of work but we are more alive, healthier 
and closer than I believe we otherwise 
would have been. We do not regret any 
of this richly rewarding time and have 
found our paradise.   

Here is some practical advice we 

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Ernest Kelley is a former Fort Lau-
derdalian who decided to get out of the 
“rat race.” His adventures aboard his 44 
foot catamaran, Lauren Grace, have tak-
en him and his wife, Charlene, to South 
Africa, the Bahamas, Cuba, Jamaica and 
the entire east coast of the U.S. Most    
recently, he’s cruised southward all 
along the Mexican and Latin American 
coasts to Columbia.

He is preparing for a Panama Canal  
transit enrouth to the Galapagos Islands. 
Is Tahiti next? Ernest’s letters from para-
dise will be published in the City News.

It looks like paradise - but is it?
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used to loose ourselves from the mostly 
happy but less than fulfilling American 
dream and found greater freedom in an 
early retirement to do the things impor-
tant to us.  

A word of caution though: you will 
likely encounter friends and even rela-
tives that think you cannot realize your 
dream life or paradise. They will even 
discourage you from leaving but encour-
age you to spend money needlessly as 
this will reaffirm their decision to do so.  
We found this very odd and unexpected 
but others we have met along the way 
have told us they experienced the same 
thing.  We chose to discuss our dreams 
with only the few who encouraged us. 
Here goes: 

1. Get your life in order.
2. Un-complicate your life.
3. Decide what is really important 

and let the rest go.
4. Define what you would enjoy 

doing most, make sure it is realistic, then 
begin planning to carry it out. 

5. Do not try to buy happiness; 
instead have a sensible monetary retire-
ment plan. Know how much you will 
receive each month then set about in-
creasing that. Don’t purchase anything 
you do not need. Pay off everything, 
home, car(s) and credit accounts then 
put that money into something interest 
bearing. With few exceptions, income 
drops as we get older and costs go up 

but you will be surprised at how quickly 
your accounts grow when you are debt 
free. 

6.   Have a “garage sale” and get rid 
of the things you don’t use (you know 
what they are).

7.  Turn off the TV.  Read, spend 
more time with your children and close 
family. The rewards will come quickly.

8. Set a month and year when you 
can break free completely and keep fo-
cused on your dream to do just that.  

9. If it is your plan to move onto 
a boat gain knowledge through school-
ing and gain experience 
by crewing on a friends’ 
boat or chartering.

10.   If you will have 
school age children with 
you while traveling on a 
boat they will get the 
finest education possi-
ble. More than 4 million 
American children are 
being home schooled, 
many on boats.  

The “conundrum” 
then doesn’t seem to be 
that at all but rather the 
problem of trying to see 
clearly one’s real desires 
through the fast mov-
ing lens of modern life.  
Our physical comfort 
and unending choices 

of short term pleasures seem to have 
greater importance than long lasting 
fulfillment in life. 

Acting to change your direction to 
one that will make you more excited 
about life is difficult because one has 
to move towards an entirely different 
way of thinking and this will bring you 
into conflict with what has been the 
“safe” way up to this point. It will take 
strength, commitment, hard work and 
even doubt at times, none of which 
sounds like paradise. But finding fulfill-
ment and happiness doing the things 

you love does mean you have found 
your true paradise. It’s beautiful.

    
If you have been stirred by any of 

the observations here and would like 
more information you may contact me 
via e-mail …..kelleyfamily@att.net.

Ernie Kelley, Captain of the Lauren 
Grace. 

Presently lying in Cartagena, 
Columbia.

Exotic and Tropical LandscapingExotic and Tropical Landscaping

Custom Designs & Installation
Unique Palm & Plant Nursery
Complete Landscaping Service
Brick Pavers - Marble - Natural Rock
Professional Sprinker Installation
Beautiful Landscape Lighting
Ask about our happy Ft. Lauderdale      

 Customers

ALL TERRAIN LANDSCAPING
Residential & Commercial

(954) 565-6453
www.allterrainlandscaping.com

Since 1981 - Licensed & Insured

FREEESTIMATES!
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TAXING 
CHALLENGES 

AHEAD
By Kristin Jacobs

Broward County Commissioner 
– District 2

With another year just around the 
corner many of us gather with family 
and friends to review past accomplish-
ments and plan an even better future.  
The County Commission, like most 
families and businesses, has prioritized 
projects and has a plan prepared for the 
coming year.  

In November, the County Commis-
sion welcomed two new Commission-
ers to the Board: District 3 Commissioner 
Stacy Ritter and District 4 Commissioner 
Ken Keechl.  This month, County Admin-
istrator Pam Brangaccio has scheduled 
the nine-member County Commission 
for two goal setting sessions, followed 
in January by the first of a series of 
workshops on the 2008 budget.  Bro-
ward County depends on property tax-
es to fund most services.  Only our Port 
& Airport are funded through the rev-
enues they create and not property tax 
dollars. The real estate forecast is cloudy 
at best.  Last September, the Commis-
sion prepared for an anticipated loss in 
revenues when we trimmed $17.4 mil-
lion from the 2007 budget.  While the 
2008 budget will not be finalized until 
late in September 2007, we are already 
analyzing our revenues and services for 
possible cuts and reductions.  

The County Commission is one of 
48 taxing authorities in Broward Coun-
ty. Your annual tax bill also pays for your 
city’s services, the school board, hospital 
district, water management district and 
various other taxing districts depending 
on where you live. Assuming a taxable 
value of $300,000, the average annual 
property tax bill is $5,967.  The County 
Commissions’ portion of that property 
tax bill is $1818.  Of your $1818 pay-
ment to the County Commission, $873 
(48%) is earmarked for the operations of 
the Sheriff, Supervisor of Elections, Clerk 
of the Courts and Property Appraiser.  
The County Commission has no legal 
control over their budgets.  

So what does the County Commis-
sion do with the remaining $945 of your 
tax bill?  Here is a summary of some of 
our services:

The Broward County Library system 
encompasses a flagship Main Library, 
the African-American Research Library 
and Cultural Center, the Alvin-Sherman 
Library, Research, and Information Tech-
nology Center at Nova Southeastern 
University, five regional libraries, and 29 
branch libraries; additions and improve-

ments to our libraries were approved by 
voters in 1999 and several projects are 
yet to be competed;

Broward County operates a nation-
ally recognized system of 17 regional 
parks, 7 nature centers, and 18 natural 

areas; based on voter approval of the 
2000 Parks & Land Bond another park is 
being developed and over 1,000 acres 
of conservation land has been pur-
chased;  

Nearly 1,000 mass transit bus drivers 
operate 267 buses and the Commission 

funds another 68 community shuttle 
buses through grants to our 31 cities; 
paratransit services help thousands of 
our senior and disabled residents travel 
to their doctor or grocery store;

The Human Services Department 
administers services to our El-
ders and Veterans, provides 
Substance Abuse & Health Care 
Services, counsels and assists 
our working poor through Bro-
ward’s Family Success Centers, 
and helps single parents through 
our Child Support Enforcement  
Division;

The Environmental Protec-
tion Department continually 
tests our water and air quality to 
assure we meet local and state 
standards and are protected from 
any health hazards; the Depart-
ment additionally administers 
our tree preservation ordinance, 
beach restoration activities, coral 
and artificial reef management, 
and beach erosion studies; and

Public Works employees fix 
our roads, maintain and inspect 

our bridges, maintain more than 100 
county buildings; and administer our 
waste removal and recycling activities.

Of course, this is not a complete 
picture of how the County Commission 
spends your $945. The Commission has 

seen dramatic increases in property in-
surance rates and health insurance cost, 
just as all property owners and busi-
nesses have experienced. 

These fixed expenses combined with 
the salaries and benefits provided to our 
employees represent more than $567 
(60%) of your $945 payment. Our audi-
tors found the County Commission has 
fewer full-time employees per 10,000 
residents than similar-sized counties 
within and outside of Florida.  

As a result of voter approved ini-
tiatives, we must also allocate staff for 
libraries and parks about to open.  At 
the same time, our State and Federal 
governments continue to mandate ser-
vices and programs to local government 
without also providing funding.  

Finally, recently approved increases 
to Homestead Exemption for low-in-
come elderly residents are expected to 
reduce our revenues by $2 million. 

As you can see, we have some very 
difficult decisions ahead. Please share 
your ideas and comments with me.  

You can reach me anytime at 954-
357-7002 or contact me by email at kja-
cobs@broward.org.

953 East Oakland Park Blvd.

(954) 565-2713 - gourmetselect.us
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Movers and Shakers 
DO Exist

Annie Beck House to be saved at 
new Middle River Terrace location

        
      by Marge Anderdson

Every once in a while, motivated, 
knowledgeable residents and City Staff-
ers work together to find a solution to 
a knotty situation and everybody ends 
up satisfied. It’s not easy, but persistence 
and patience pay off. 

This is such a story.
Annie Beck is a name familiar to 

most long-time Fort Lauderdale resi-
dents, for she and her husband Alfred 
were pioneers here. They built a home 
on Las Olas Boulevard in 1916. Annie 
founded Fort Lauderdale’s first Garden 
Club. After the l926 hurricane, Mrs. 
Beck and the Garden Club led the re-
landscaping of our devastated City. Fort 
Lauderdale has named a park after her, 
and a huge yellow tabebuia tree was 
moved to DDA Park in her honor. 

The home of Annie’s friend, Ivy Stra-
nahan, is well-known not only for his-
toric reasons, but for the lengthy con-
troversy involving the wish to preserve 
it in the surge of nearby development.

Annie and Alfred built their home, so 
typical of the style of early Fort Lauder-
dale, at 334 East Las Olas Boulevard. It 
was later moved to 310 SE 11 Avenue. 

Again, it was a case of an historic 
building displaced by development. Af-
ter Annie’s death in 1991, the house was 
renovated and occupied for eight years 
by Shelby Smith, Jr. Upon Mr. Smith’s 
death, the house was purchased by a 
family who lived there for several years. 

As the family grew, the 1000 square 
foot house became too small for their 
needs. Determined that Fort Lauder-
dale should not lose this historic house 
through demolition, they looked at vari-
ous placed to relocate it including Annie 
Beck’s Park in the Victoria Park Neigh-
borhood as well as Snyder Park. 

However, after a couple of years no 
decision had been made by the City on 
the location. This is where the motivat-

ed and knowledgeable folks enter the 
story.

Shelby Smith’s son, Shelby Smith, III, 
approached the Broward Trust about ac-
cepting the house as a gift; to restore it 
and maintain it. The Broward Trust, took 
on the task of finding a suitable site, with 
the plan to request historic designation 
status once the house is placed.

Possibilities in the CRA and Sny-
der Park were examined, but nothing 
really worked until one day Broward 
Trust President Diane Smart, while driv-
ing around Middle River Terrace, had 
an idea. She phoned Tim Smith, who 
lives in Middle River Terrace. MRT is 
an older neighborhood, where, a few 
years ago, residents had essentially built 
themselves a park with the help of Park 
Bond funds and various other grants as 
well as a lot of volunteer labor from its 
Neighborhood Association. The Park is 
located on a rather historic piece of land 
where Jim and Eleanor Bloom’s nursery 
was once located. Both Smart and Smith 
agreed that the Park would be “a good 
fit.” Subsequently, MRT Neighborhood 

Association enthusiastically approved a 
request to place the house there. 

So many people have given their 
time and expertise to the project since 
then: Architect Gus Carbonell, who do-
nated a site plan, Todd Stone, of Ruden 
McCloskey, Phil Thornburg, of Parks and 
Recreation, all those at Broward Trust 
who at this time are investigating grant 
monies to pay for reconfiguring the 
house once it is placed, connecting it to 
utilities, and ensuring that the house is 
handicapped accessible and protected 
from hurricanes, and TLC Greenery (Tim 
and Cindy Smith’s nursery), for offering 
to donate landscaping.

At this time, plans are proceed-
ing well. Expectations are that the City 
Manager and the City Commission will 
see that this project moves along easily. 
Broward Trust and Middle River Terrace 
Neighborhood Association one day will 
have a meeting place as well as the sat-
isfaction of knowing there is a place for 
Annie Beck’s home that will continue to 
honor her role in the history of our City. 
Instead of complaining, people cared, 
and got involved. 
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TERRAZZO FLOORS 
ARE BACK IN STYLE

By Bill Thornton

Why is Terrazzo so popular again? 
It is beautiful and seamless. Today’s re-
stored terrazzo is non-porous, and does 
not support microbial growth, mold 
or mildew. And, nowadays, it is very 
easy to maintain. Many Floridians are 
lucky because there is a treasure trove 
of original 50’s/60’s terrazzo buried in 
their homes, under the carpet, under 
the tile, even under the linoleum. In 
the 1950’s to early 1970’s terrazzo be-
came the floor of choice for most Florida 
homes. It is now referred to as Mid Cen-
tury Modern. Formerly, when building 
a home the contractor would put up 
the exterior foundation walls, then pour 
the 5/8-inch thick terrazzo floor in place. 
The floor would be ground smooth be-
fore installing the interior walls on top of 
the terrazzo.

What caused the popularity of these 
Mid Century Modern Floors to decline? 
There was no easy 
home mainte-
nance; and, profes-
sional maintenance 
workers were lack-
ing. So many floors 
became scratched, 
stained and dam-
aged. When the 
mid 70’s arrived, 
carpeting became 
popular, especially 
shag carpeting. 
Shag carpeting 
lead to the great 
Florida ‘cover-up’.

Let’s under-
stand terrazzo bet-
ter. The word ter-
razzo is from the 
Italian word for terraces. In the 15th 
Century, Venetian stone workers began 
utilizing their waste chips, left over from 
marble slab processing. They mixed the 
chips with cement, and laid the floors of 
the terraces around their living quarters. 
The surfaces were durable but uncom-
fortable to walk on. So they began hand 
sanding the surface to make it flat and 
more comfortable. It was considered a 
good-looking durable floor. They even 
began to make designs in the floor that 
couldn’t be achieved by traditional mar-
ble laying.

In the late 18th Century, Euro-
pean craftsmen brought an advanced, 
smoother, more polished terrazzo to 
America. It was used mainly in Historic 
and Monumental architecture. George 
Washington used Terrazzo in many 
rooms of his home in Mt. Vernon. It was 

durable, seamless, good looking but re-
quired continued maintenance.

Today, contemporary architects of-
ten choose new terrazzo for floors both 
for interior and exterior use. The Mid 
Century Modern Terrazzo floors are mak-
ing a comeback too. In most cases, old 
terrazzo can be refurbished for a fraction 
of new, or even the original cost.

Old floors will need regrinding, 
chip/grouting repair, and repolish-
ing with today’s advanced polish. Nail 
holes from old carpet tack strips, and 
gouges, discovered from the past, can 
be chiseled out. Then new marble chips 
are matched to the old chips. The new 
cement is matched to the color of the 
old cement.

Most restoration repairs are virtually 
invisible. When the repairs are complete, 
each is inspected for color blend and 
match. Very old stains can be the most 
difficult. Some have gone so deep, that 
even a stain-removing poultice cannot 
completely remove it. However, much 
of the residual stain can be removed in 
the grinding process. Now it is time for 
the final refinishing process to begin. 

The first step is grind-
ing the floor with a 
d iamond-bonded 
disk. There are a se-
ries of finer and finer 
sanding disks to re-
move all scratches 
and complete the 
smoothing process. 
The last step is to “fi-
nal polish” the terraz-
zo. There is a special 
powder and polisher 
that gives the floor a 
hard glass like finish 
over a bright clean 
floor. This polishing 
restores luster to the 
chips and produces 
a very hard durable 

lasting high-shine. If any stains remain 
they will be lighter cleaner stains that 
can proudly proclaim the authenticity of 
the Mid Century floor.

Advancement in floor care restora-
tion and maintenance allows us to bring 
back these floors to their original beau-
ty. More and more homeowners, lucky 
enough to have homes with these origi-
nal floors, are choosing to restore them. 
A reward for this effort is that Terrazzo 
floors are easy to maintain. Since they 
are seamless, non-porous, do not sup-
port microbial growth, mold, or mildew 
it is easier to keep a very clean home. 
Just mop as necessary using warm wa-
ter and occasionally with a ‘neutral’ floor 
cleaner. That is all there is to it.

Bill Thornton can be reached at Co-
lonial Floor and Stone Care, 954-566-
4555.
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MASSIVE CHURCH DEVELOPMENT THREATENS COLEE HAMMOCK

Historic Colee Hammock 
Neighborhood facing 

questionable out-of-scale 
construction project

               By Jerry Jordan

Colee Hammock is a historic, circa 
1916, residential neighborhood of old 
homes, narrow streets, nesled among 
an old-growth oak tree hammock. The 
boundaries stretch from East Broward 
Blvd., south to the New River. The East-
West boundaries go from Sasporo Canal, 
around SE 17th Ave and Las Olas, to the 
Himmarshee Canal, around SE 11 Ave 
and Las Olas on the West. Colee Ham-
mock neighborhood was established 5 
years after Ft. Lauderdale incorporated 
in 1911. We are a living history of Ft. 
Lauderdale.

East Las Olas Blvd is a 2.5 mile long 
street that goes from the ocean on the 
East into downtown Ft. Lauderdale on 
the West. It runs through 5 distinct sec-
tions; the beach area, luxury Las Olas 
waterfront homes, 4 blocks through 
the middle of Colee Hammock, 6 blocks 
through the famous Las Olas Blvd. with 
trendy shops and restaurants, and fin-
ishes up on the West end at Andrews 
Ave. near the Art Museum and River-
front.

Collee Hammock is a one stop-light 
neighborhood with the light being at 
our major intersection of SE 15th Ave. 
and Las Olas. Lots of traffic, around 
25,000 cars per day, passes through 
our little neighborhood on their way to 
homes in Las Olas Isles, Idlewyld, and 
the beach. Because of this major con-
gestion, several neighborhoods were 
able to defeat a 7 story condo project at 
this bad intersection.

Now, coming up before our City 
Planning & Zoning Board is a massive 
development of 250,000 gross sq.ft. on 
2.65 acres of land in the middle of our 
residential neighborhood. It will take 
up 92% of total impervious area with 
buildings, walks, and asphalt. It will 
leave only 8% of drainage or pervious 
area for landscaping. Most commercial 
and residential buildings must have 25 
to 50% of their property set aside for 
green area. The setback on some sides 
go from 10 feet back from the property 
line to only 5 feet back. Most homes in 
the city have setbacks that go from 5 
feet to 25 feet. In City residential neigh-
borhoods, the building code states a 
maximum height of buildings at 35 feet; 
the heights of this massive project are 
projected at 41 feet to 61 feet. Per site 
plans dated 8/15/05, job # 05-0535 by 
Flynn Engineering Services, P A.

The site is currently zoned commer-
cial and residential. There is a public alley 
that goes along the back of the stores 
on south side of Las Olas and is used 
by delivery trucks. Las Olas is congested 
with traffic and if the trucks stay in the 
alleys, it relieves some of the stress. 

There are beautiful old growth oak 
trees scattered about the property that 
define our oak tree hammock. The de-
veloper, that is, First Presbyterian Church,  
is requesting us to give up our city alley 
(Planning and Zoning case # I-P-06). 
They will incorporate it into their prop-
erty. How much congestion the delivery 
trucks will impact Las Olas if they can-
not use the alley is anyone’s quess?

The developers also want to change 
the other commercial and residen-
tial zonings on the 2.65 acres into a 
Planned Unit Development, PUD. Plan-
ning and Zoning Case # 3-ZPUD¬05. 
The neighborhood would rather that 
the zoning be changed lot by lot where 
we have more control over what is de-
veloped Vs. a PUD. They also want to 

build a massive 330 space, 5 level park-
ing garage along with a build an “activ-
ity” center with a gym. They own about 
430 feet along the south side of Las 
Olas and want to build about 130 feet 
of retail and second floor office space. 
The rest of the Las Olas frontage will just 
have the tall sides and backs of build-
ings that will destroy the East Las Olas 
streetscape. The want to build another 
fellowship hall while one already exists.

 Because of the above objections to 
changes of zoning, alley vacation, mass, 
size, height, and bulk of the project, 
Colee Hammock Homeowners over-

whelmly voted against this project at 
our November meeting. According to 
the zoning, it is not compatible with our 
historic neighborhood. There is no eye-
pleasing transition from little homes to 
giant buildings. We still have not heard 
a plausible reason for them to drastically 
expand in our neighborhood.

This parking garage would enter/
exit cars across the Las Olas sidewalk 
and our already clogged side streets. 
Tread cautiously while walking along 
East Las Olas. All of this is happening 
near the worst intersection on Las Olas 
& SE 15 Ave. & East Las Olas. See above 
regarding this feeder intersection into 
Las Olas Isles, Idlewyld, and the central 
beach. How much longer will it take 
to commute to and from downtown? 
Business people and lsles/beach neigh-
borsl be impacted as much as we will 
be. Kindly think about Colee Hammock 
as you crawl through the light at SE 15 
Ave. and East Las Olas..

A committee of Colee Hammock 
neighbors has had numerous meetings 

with the developers but will little suc-
cess. Something will be built there, but 
not this large project that will generate 
too much traffic into our little historic 
residential neighborhood.

The developer of this gym/garage 
/church hall is First Presbyterian Church. 
We already have All Saints Episcopal 
Church doing a smaller remodeling 
project across the street from First Pres. 
We are not a big commercial and church 
neighborhood. We are mostly residen-
tial. 

If the big First Presbyterian project 
is approved, it will set bad precedents 
for other residential neighborhoods. Re-

member when Coral Ridge Presbyterian 
Church, at Federal Highway and NE 56 
Street, wanted to expand to the West 
into their neighborhood? The project 
knocked down one row of houses. The 
neighbors woke up and fought the en-
croachment. The residents won. 

If you want to walk around the last 
of the City’s oldest single family neigh-
borhoods with your kids or grandkids 
over the next couple of decades, please 
help us preserve the character and integ-
rity of Colee Hammock. Call your neigh-
borhood associations and tell them that 
the little Colee Hammock Homeowners 
Association needs help.

Please write to City Planner Wayne 
Jessup @ City of Ft. Lauderdale, Plan-
ning and Zoning Division, 700 NW 19th 
Ave., Ft. Lauderdale FI 33311. Or fax 
him at: 954-828¬-5858. His phone # 
is: 954-828-4346. Refer to case num-
bers I-P-06 and 3 Z PUD 05. Ask him to 
distribute your letters to our fellow citi-
zens who serve our neighborhoods as 
appointed members to our P& Z Board.

Also please fax a copy to City Com-
missioner Hutchinson at 954-828-5667. 
She represents Colee Hammock, where 
the First Presbyterian Church wants to 
change our zoning and build their un-
wanted project. Her phone # is: 954-
828-5004. 

Her email is: Cindih@ci.ftlaud.fl.us.
Mayor Jim Naugle can be reached 

at 954-828-5004 or mayorjames@aol.
com.

Thank you for your help.
Jerry Jordan, a 25 year resident of 

Colee Hammock. Jerry can be reached 
at 954-563-1881.

This building, 
shown small in 
this artist’s  
rendering, could 
be a huge 6 sto-
ries high!  
And hardly any  
setback. 

This parking garage would be 350 
spaces and 5 stories high.
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         by John Bernardo

Fort Lauderdale Beach, once a 
Spring Break destination for teenagers, 
is now beginning to look like a high-so-
ciety beach. 

Developers are overseeing con-
struction of condo-hotels in order to 
attract upscale tourists and residents 
to the area. The number of older and 
more affordable hotels available for mid-
dle-class visitors and average-income 
families in Broward are dwindling. And 
more condo-hotels will soon open as 
developers, resort hotel owners and city 
officials hope to lure more six-figure-in-
come and affluent tourists and residents 
to the beach. 

One condo-hotel now being built 
on the beach is Trump International 
Hotel & Tower at 551 N. Ft. Lauderdale 
Beach Blvd. Another one, the Atlantic, 
at 601 N. Ft. Lauderdale Beach Blvd., 
opened in June 2004. Just down the 
street from the Atlantic is St. Regis Fort 
Lauderdale Hotel and Residences, a con-
do-hotel that should be open less than 
a year from now. Moreover, the name 
of the Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel, at 
2670 E. Sunrise Blvd. (2 blocks from Ft. 
Lauderdale Beach on the Intracoastal) 
has been changed to Gallery One - a 
Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel. That ho-
tel is now being converted into a luxury 
condo-hotel. 

Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle 
said condo-hotels on Fort Lauderdale 
Beach is part of the area’s changing, 
new market. “The rooms at condo-ho-
tels are higher-priced and are available 
for short-term occupancy,” Naugle said. 
“The condo-hotel market on Ft. Lau-
derdale Beach is ongoing and should 
remain that way for the next 50 years.” 
“Condo-hotels will attract upscale, 
high-end tourists and travelers who 
make higher wages and will benefit 
businesses on the beach,” he said. “We 
are attracting more higher-end custom-
ers and residents to the beach with the 
condo-hotels.” 

I also asked Naugle if I wanted to 
go to the beach but couldn’t afford to 
stay at a condo-hotel (average price 
range to stay at one is $300 to $700 per 
night) would I have to stay at a hotel on 
Powerline Rd. just south of Commercial 
Blvd? 

He replied, “Yes, you can stay there 
and just take a county bus or city ve-
hicles to commute to the beach.” 

I also asked Nicki Grossman, presi-
dent of the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, about 
affordability problems middle-income 
residents and tourists would experi-

ence with the increasing number of 
condo-hotels on the beach. Grossman 
said, “The hospitality industry and the 
CVB (Convention Visitors Bureau) share 
the concern that there is a potential (al-
though unlikely) for condo-conversions 
to create a loss of affordable hotel inven-
tory in Broward County. However, we 
are very fortunate in this county since 
our entire destination has become of 
prominent interest for travelers.” 

Grossman also mentioned that not 
all Broward visitors want to be centered 
at the beach area and since the hotel 
properties in western Broward have 
lower rates, we are in the enviable mar-
keting position of attracting visitors from 
all economic household levels. “We be-
lieve that the introduction of the five star 
production in this destination (Ft. Lau-
derdale Beach) for the first time allows 
us to market the luxury traveler; while 
we continue to market the year-round 
visitors, both during the high winter 
season and during 
the summer months 
as well,” she said. 

However, ac-
cording to a Sun-
Sentinel article 
written by Jamie 
Ma le r nee (da ted 
March 5, 2006), 
Grossman said, 
“There is no wel-
come place for col-
lege Spring Break.” I 
understand that the 
city no longer wants 
droves of teens par-
tying on the beach 
like during the ‘80s. 

But why would 
Ft. Lauderdale give 
the cold shoulder to 
all teens wishing to 
visit the beach? Re-
member these teen-
agers represent fu-
ture business people 
who will probably 
spend a lot of mon-
ey at the beach. 

Grossman said 
earlier that Broward 
is in the marketing 
position of attract-
ing visitors from all 
economic household levels yet she is 
excluding college students.

I don’t think that is fair. Teenagers, 
low-income families, middle-class fami-
lies and upper-class visitors all generate 
income for the city and should be wel-
comed with open arms to the beach. 
Christopher Tompkins, marketing and 

sales manager of Gallery One at 2670 
E. Sunrise Blvd., said he is excited that 
the hotel he works in is being converted 
into a condo-hotel. 

“Let’s face it, I know that the face of 
Fort Lauderdale is changing but I think 
that is a good thing; I am happy that 
our hotel is being upgraded and we 
are attracting upscale clientele,” Tomp-
kins said. “As for middle-income people 
experiencing problems finding afford-
able rooms along the beach, I don’t 
believe that. I believe there will always 
be rooms of every price plan available 
near the beach to fit every lifestyle.” Like 
Tompkins, Bob Griswold, managing di-
rector of Days Inn Bahia Cabana at 3001 
Harbor Drive, said he thinks there will 
always be small, affordable hotels near 
the beach where people can walk to it. 
“But the visitors of these mom & pop 
hotels won’t have the view like those 
staying at condo-hotels but they still 
can have access to the beach,” said Gris-

wold. “Regarding condo-hotels on Ft. 
Lauderdale Beach, it’s pure economics. 

Ft. Lauderdale is a desirable, inter-
national destination and tourists will 
stay at these places,” he said. “Howev-
er, it will be interesting to see what will 
happen if these [$400 and up] per night 
rooms only get an occupancy rate of 

25%, especially during the non-season. 
They may have to offer discount prices 
to increase their occupancy rates.” 

Griswold’s point about occupancy 
is well taken. What happens when win-
ter condo-hotel and condo residents on 
or near Fort Lauderdale Beach return to 
their summer homes during the off-sea-
son? Do the property owners or any-
one know who will cover that loss of 
wealth and income during the summer 
months? 

However, Tatiana Rodriguez, a man-
ager with the Best Western Oceanside 
Inn Hotel on 1180 Seabreeze Blvd., 
doesn’t share the same viewpoint as 
Tompkins and Griswold. Rodriguez 
said she thinks within the next 10 to 15 
years, there won’t be any available, af-
fordable hotels for middle-income fami-
lies to stay on or near Ft. Lauderdale 
Beach. “I would like to see more mid-
term, medium-rate, affordable hotels by 
the beach available for regular working 

people but I don’t think that is going 
to happen,” she said. “The beach area 
will be exclusively for the well-to-do and 
wealthy people and those who can’t af-
ford to stay at these condo-hotels will 
end up going to Hollywood Beach and 
Hallandale Beach.” 

Shruti Batra, manager of TravelLodge 

OUR BEACH: ONLY A HAVEN FOR THE WEALTHY?
Middle class and regular folks being priced out of our “Beach Babylon”
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Fort Lauderdale at 4011 North Ocean 
Blvd., said she doesn’t like what is hap-
pening with the condo-hotels springing 
up but she doesn’t think we can stop 
it. “I think the money that these smaller, 
more affordable, motel and hotel own-
ers are getting offered is what is mak-
ing them sell their businesses and then 
condo-hotels are being built,” she said. 
“I also think the average person or fam-
ily will be inconvenienced and will have 
to stay west of the beach,” she said. 
“Eventually, I don’t think there will be 
any place on the beach for the middle-
class.” 

Francesca Smith, general manager 
of Avalon Waterfront Inn, a 60-room 
hotel on 521 N. Ft. Lauderdale Beach 
Blvd., said the city of Fort Lauderdale 
had poorly planned the construction of 
condo-hotels. 

Smith said the city should have 
made a provision, stipulation or ordi-
nance beforehand to designate condo-
hotels to leave space for sidewalk cafes 
or restaurants that would benefit local 
business people. 

Avalon Waterfront Inn sits in be-
tween the Hilton Ft. Lauderdale Beach 
Resort on 505 N. Ft. Lauderdale Beach 
Blvd. and Trump International Hotel & 
Tower on 551 N. Ft. Lauderdale Beach 
Blvd., both resorts are now under con-
struction. “There is now a lot of noise due 
to construction near me which is hurt-
ing my business and many of my guests 
feel that our hotel will be torn down,” 
said Smith. “The middle-class people are 
the ones who built this beach and now 
the city is telling them they don’t need 
them any more by constructing these 
condo-hotels.” Smith added, “The at-
traction for tourists to the beach is be-
ing lost and it is losing its character.” 
“All classes of people should be able to 
stay and enjoy the beach; all classes of 
motels and hotels need to co-exist with 
each other like at South Beach. They do 
it there, why can’t they do that here in 
Fort Lauderdale?” she said. 

Unlike Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood 
Mayor Mara Giulianti said the city of 
Hollywood is looking to manage or 
control the condo-hotel phenomenon 
in a variety of ways. “Hollywood is a city 
that plans and manages its growth more 
than most others; some cities seem to 
just let trends take over,” Giulianti said. 
“Hollywood has numerous small motels 
and inns that will stay affordable even 
though some will upgrade to attract 
the upper-middle class vacationer who 
wants to stay in a smaller property,” 
she said. “Hollywood will always cater 
to many who can’t afford luxury hotels 
(including condo-hotels), because we 
want to be a full-service destination for 
people of all pocketbooks and all origi-
nations.” 

Fort Lauderdale’s neighbor to the 
north, Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, hasn’t 
had any condo-hotels built there yet 
but according to Lauderdale-by-the-Sea 

Mayor Oliver Parker, the town is now 
talking to developers about it. “What 
is happening with these condo-hotels 
on Ft. Lauderdale Beach has nothing to 
do with fairness regarding the middle-
income visitors, economics dictate all of 
this,” Parker said. “I would like to see a 
mix of condo-hotels and regular hotels 
in our town in the future but I don’t 
see that happening,” he said. “What is 
driving this is oceanfront land value and 
costs are very high which means rates 
need to be higher so developers could 
afford to build there.” “However, Lau-
derdale-by-the-Sea does have a 4-story 
height limit for oceanfront buildings and 
in no way do we want to look like Galt 
Ocean Mile,” Parker said. “We are not 
Fort Lauderdale and we plan to stay a 
small town.” 

As for Fort Lauderdale Beach, I al-
ready mentioned the affordability prob-
lem for middle-income visitors and resi-
dents who would like to stay there. 

Furthermore, we do have to con-
sider that the median, individual income 
of a Broward County resident is only 
around $26,000 a year. Many Broward 
residents and middle-income visitors are 
living paycheck to paycheck. Some are 
just one paycheck away from becoming 
homeless. Obviously, many people can’t 
afford to spend $300 to $400 or more 
a night to stay at an oceanfront hotel in 
Ft. Lauderdale. 

And regarding home affordability for 
the average person or family, the city of 
Fort Lauderdale recently passed afford-
able housing but Naugle opposed it. 

Yet according to a Sun-Sentinel ar-
ticle written by Georgia East (dated 
March 8, 2006), the city of Hallandale 
Beach just considered a plan to buy 
houses and other property so that it 
will have affordable housing options 
for low-to-mid-income families. I would 
hope Mayor Naugle would follow Hal-
landale Beach’s footsteps and that he 
understands not everyone can afford a 
new, single-family home (average price 
is now around $400,000) in Fort Lau-
derdale. 

Nevertheless, I agree with Naugle, 
Grossman and other proponents of 
condo-hotels that high-end, five-star 
resorts should be located on Ft. Lauder-
dale Beach and that these buildings will 
generate a substantial amount of mon-
ey toward the city’s beach area thus en-
hancing its tax base. 

However, when it comes to the 
overall economy of the beach area and 
the entire city of Ft. Lauderdale, local, 
small business owners should have op-
portunities to operate souvenir shops, 
bars, restaurants and other businesses 
in or near these ocean-side condo-ho-
tels. 

That way, all people can spend mon-
ey there to keep the economy strong. 
The city’s economy can’t flourish if it 
strictly relies on money being generated 
only from seasonal, wealthy or upper 

Call Garry Thani 
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(954) 444-7788  

We can fix any computer problem!
All Computer Repairs -  Your home or Office!
Fast Service! 
Hardware Upgrades 
Virus Detection/Protection 
Spyware & adware 
removal! 
New computer setup 
Data Recovery & Backup 
Home/Office Network 
Systems—Wireless! 
Affordable systems 
starting at $599 

And much, much more!

class residents and tourists. Yet besides 
affordability, another problem that is 
worsening is older, historical 1950s-built 
hotels on Ft. Lauderdale Beach are dis-
appearing. “There are not many 1950s 
hotels that are protected now from de-
molition and it’s now up to the owners 
to not sell those buildings,” said Mer-
rilyn Rathbun, research director for the 
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society. 

“The architecture of the older hotels 
on the beach is unique which makes 
Fort Lauderdale a unique destination,” 
she said. “But if all of these historical 
hotels are demolished, we will no lon-
ger have any history on this beach and 
without history, this town will no longer 
have any character.” 

Naugle mentioned earlier that if I 
wanted to go to the beach but couldn’t 
afford the condo-hotels that I could stay 
somewhere on Powerline Rd. just south 
of Commerical Blvd. I can’t speak for ev-
eryone, but I am not going to stay at 
the Red Roof Inn ($109 per night during 
season, $75 per night on the off-sea-
son), on 4800 Powerline Rd., to get a 
cheaper room only to have to commute 
to the beach. That would be a big in-
convenience for me. I think that within 
the next eight to ten years, if I want to 
stay at an ocean-view hotel, I will be 
forced to travel south to Hollywood 
Beach, South Beach or Key West. 

Or maybe I will have to head north 
to Lake Worth Beach, Juno Beach or 
Fort Pierce Beach. As long as these high-

priced condo-hotels continue to be built 
on Ft. Lauderdale Beach, I don’t think 
I will have a choice. Nevertheless, I do 
understand why the city of Fort Lauder-
dale wanted sidewalk cafes to be built 
near the beach during the 1990s to at-
tract more families there. 

During the 1980s, the city experi-
enced safety and police-related prob-
lems caused by rowdy Spring Break-
ers and officials wanted to change the 
beach’s “strip” image. However, I don’t 
agree that the beach should become a 
future destination geared toward only 
high-end, upscale tourists staying strict-
ly at “high-class” condo-hotels. 

Every class of person, regardless of 
his or her income, should be able to stay 
on the beach in Ft. Lauderdale, enjoy it 
and view the ocean. All classes of hotels 
need to be available for all residents and 
tourists on Ft. Lauderdale Beach. 

There’s no doubt about it, the face 
of Ft. Lauderdale Beach has changed. 
But if it continues to become bom-
barded with condo-hotels, you might 
as well change the name of it to Fort 
Luxury Beach. 

My next article will focus on local, 
hospitality employees and the daily hard-
ships they face working near beaches. 
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

Let me explain how I named this 
column. The word gulag is an acronym 
for the former Soviet Union’s penal sys-
tem. Since then, it has come into com-
mon use to describe any repressive sys-
tem. Thus, the name of my column is 
the Galt Gulag. In this regular column, 
I will write about the lives of owners of 
Florida condominiums. 

I own an apartment in the Galt Gu-
lag, at the Southpoint condominium, on 
the Galt Mile in Fort Lauderdale. Many 
people do not realize how many rights 
they give up when they buy an apart-
ment in a condominium association. I 
have taught various forms of American 
Government for over twenty-years, but 
I was not prepared for life in the Galt 
Gulag. At the June 2005 Board meet-
ing, Board President Marty Glazer called 
the critics of the Board “insurgents.” 

I am an insurgent in the Galt Gulag. 
I have been assaulted, battered, stalked, 
had my car keyed, and had my life 
threatened because I believe in Ameri-
can democracy. 

Condominium 101 

When you buy a condominium, 
you become a member of a non-profit 
corporation, your condominium asso-
ciation. As an owner, you are entitled 
to elect the Directors of your corpora-
tion to a Board. Unlike the President of 
the United States, our Governor, and 
our legislature, there are no term lim-
its for the Board. The Board makes all 
of the decisions for the condominium. 
The most important is the power of 
the purse. The Board creates the bud-
get and decides how much it will “tax” 
you for maintenance. This is called an 
assessment. The Board then approves 
the budget it created, and the assess-
ments to fund it. If you fail to pay what 
the Board has ordered, the Board has 
the power to foreclose on your condo-
minium and take your home. 

The Board tells you of its decisions, 
but you have no ability to appeal their 
decisions, or debate them at a Board 
meeting. The Board controls all com-
munication. 

Where, you may ask, are your Con-
stitutional rights? Where is democracy? 
The answer is that you left them at the 
door when you bought your condo-
minium. You have the right to obey the 
Board. You have the right to pay what 
the Board tells you to pay. 

Board members repeat the cliché 
that they are “poor volunteers.” This is 
not true, for Board members are public 

figures and politicians. They have access 
to media, and can address their public. 
At Southpoint, our Board uses our mon-
ey to mail a monthly political newsletter 
to tell us how wonderful they are. 

DBPR 

The Department of Business and 
Professional Regulation (DBPR) regulates 
Florida condominiums. The DBPR has 
the power to investigate violations of 
the law. Unfortunately, the DBPR does 
not have the power to enforce the laws. 
The DBPR can issue a “violation letter,” 
but they cannot force a Board to follow 
the law.

 How bad are the problems in Flori-
da’s condominiums? In March 2006, the 

Wall Street Journal reported that Flori-
da’s Condominium Ombudsman was 
receiving 700 complaints each week. 
The Ombudsman was overloaded and 
barely had time to acknowledge a com-
plaint, much less resolve the problems. 

If your Board refuses to obey the 
findings of the DBPR and follow the law, 
you can either accept the situation or file 
a lawsuit against your Board. You will 
spend your money on your lawyer. The 
Board will use your assessment money 
to pay a lawyer to fight you! Incredibly,  
you will be paying for both sides of the 
lawsuit. If you win, the Board may be 
required to pay your legal fees, but that 
would come out of your assessment. 
In other words, you would reimburse 
yourself for your legal fees. 

-If that makes sense to you, please 
let me know. 

Southpoint’s Robert Rozema 

In the early 1990s, Robert Rozema 
became a President of the Southpoint 
Board and Condominium Building Man-
ager. Although Florida law requires that 
Condominium Managers have a con-
tract, Rozema was hired, and continues 
as manager, without a contract. Instead 
of a contract and a W-2, Rozema was 
paid from petty cash. Of course, this 
meant that Southpoint was not paying 
into the Florida unemployment fund, 
the Federal unemployment fund, the 
Social Security Trust fund, or withhold-
ing income taxes. 

For years, I was told that Rozema 
was a “poor volunteer.” However, ac-
cording to the DBPR, Southpoint not 

only paid “poor volunteer” Rozema in 
cash, but also paid his property taxes, 
condominium maintenance fees, condo-
minium assessments, health insurance, 
car insurance, gasoline, electricity, tele-
phone, America On-Line, membership 
in the Tower Club, and Condominium 
Association Manager fees. Southpoint 
also replaced his windows for $5,259. If 
this is not enough, he received the lion’s 
share of the Christmas Fund. 

Violations of the Law 

The DBPR has found many violations 
of the law by Southpoint. For example, 
in a violation letter dated October 25, 
2004, the DBPR found that Southpoint 
improperly paid Rozema’s condominium 
assessment, paid Rozema’s condomini-
um maintenance, held secret meetings 
about Rozema’s compensation and did 

not take minutes, and failed to main-
tain Rozema’s employment records and 
contract. When asked to explain Roze-
ma’s compensation, Southpoint gave 
the DBPR “three conflicting statements 
regarding his compensation, none of 
which were verifiable.” Three conflicting 
statements! That is a bureaucratic way 
to say that the Board lied to the DBPR. 

In November 2004, the Southpoint 
Board wrote to the DBPR and admitted 
having made these illegal payments to 
Rozema. They claimed to have stopped 
making these illegal payments. There 
has not been an accounting of the pay-
ments. There has not been restitution 
of these illegal payments, which could 
exceed one-half million dollars. 

The ten-year history of illegal pay-
ments requires a comprehensive audit 
and restitution of these funds. Until res-
titution has been made, it is mathemati-
cally impossible to determine how much 
to charge any Owner.

 
Allegations and Resignation 

In February 2005, a group of own-
ers and attorney Inger Garcia served a 
35-page complaint on “poor volunteer” 
Rozema and the Board. Within one-
month, Rozema resigned as President, 
but the allegations went unanswered. 

Police Refuse To Act 

In April 2005, the Owners and at-
torney Inger Garcia delivered the same 
complaint to the Ft Lauderdale police. 
After discussions with two detectives, 
Fort Lauderdale’s police management 
refused to investigate the case, saying 
they had no budget for condominium 
crime. 

Violation of the Secret Ballot 

On April 21, 2006, the DBPR sent a 
violation letter to President Marty Glazer 
and the Southpoint Board, finding they 
had violated our sacred right to a secret 
ballot. For hundreds of years, Americans 
have died for democracy and the right 
to vote. Yet, the Southpoint Board vio-
lated one of our basic rights: the right 
to a secret ballot. The Board was not 
punished! 

Dangerous Windows

In the late 1990s, the Board forced 
owners of apartments facing the ocean 
to replace their Eastern windows. Some 
owners opted to replace their windows 
at that time. These windows have white 
frames and tempered glass. An impact 

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile
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will shatter these windows into crumbs. 
These windows cannot meet the 2005 
building code, although some Own-
er’s receipts falsely state the windows 
are “high impact” windows. Although 
required by Florida Law, there was no 
competitive bidding for selection of the 
window vendor. The prices for these 
replacement windows were above nor-
mal retail. 

Tempered glass is a type of safety 
glass often used in shower and sliding 
glass doors. Tempered glass can be a se-
curity risk due to the tendency the glass 
has to shatter upon impact. This is ex-
actly what happened during Hurricane 
Wilma, when many of these tempered 
glass windows exploded into small 
chunks of glass. Many of Southpoint’s 
Owners were injured by these explod-
ing windows, which they believed to be 
safe. They were not. 

Laminated glass consists of a tough 
protective interlayer made of polyvinyl 
butyral (PVB) bonded together between 
two panes of glass under heat and pres-
sure. Similar to the glass in car wind-
shields, laminated glass may crack upon 
impact, but the glass fragments tend to 
adhere to the protective interlayer rather 
than falling free and potentially causing 
injury. 

Paneful Policy 

The DBPR issues official statements 
of the interpretation of the law, known 
as Declaratory Statements. Florida law 
requires that condominium associa-
tions insure windows and patio doors. 
Declaratory Statement DS 2005-055 
of January 2006, stated that all Florida 
condominiums are responsible for the 
repair and/or replace anything they 
are responsible for insuring. In order to 
meet the 2005 Florida Building Code, it 
will be necessary for most windows at 
Southpoint to be replaced. 

In August 2006, Southpoint Own-
ers filed DBPR complaints that South-
point was in violation of the Florida 
Law, and DS 2005-055. The DBPR found 
the complaints to be true, and issued a 
letter of violation that Southpoint is in 
violation of Florida Law, and of the DS 
2005-055. 

Help For Owners 

Inger Garcia can be reached at 
www. IngerGarcia. com or by telephone 
at 954-752-1213. Jan Bergemann’s 
Cyber Citizens For Justice is an organi-
zation of Owners, for Owners, to pro-
tect Owners’ rights. For more informa-
tion, please visit them at www. CCFJ. 
net or telephone 386-740-1503. The 
American Association of Retired People 
(AARP) recently published A Bill of Rights 
for Homeowners In Associations. You 
may retrieve a copy of this document 
at http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/con-
sume/2006_15_homeowner.pdf. 

Anti-Owner Organizations 

Becker and Poliakoff is one of the 
largest law firms in Florida. They repre-
sent the interests of many condomini-
um associations in their fight against 
the rights of owners. The Community 
Association Leadership Lobby (CALL) is 
the anti-owner political lobbying arm of 
Becker & Poliakoff. The Galt Mile Com-
munity Association is an umbrella or-
ganization created by board members, 
who contribute money from their asso-
ciations as membership dues to enthu-
siastically support CALL.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Dr. Grayson Walker can be reached 
at (954) 567-0520. 

He invites your comments and sto-
ries of condo injustice. Email can be sent 
in confidence to agwiii@comcast.net

COUNTY TO PUMP 
TREATED SEWAGE 

INTO FORT 
LAUDERDALE 

CANALS?
By Bill Sears

The difference between “Genius” 
and “Stupidity” is that a Genius is lim-
ited. 

Our so called political leaders have 
finally realized that their policy of build-
ing on every foot of land they can get 
their hands on is seriously flawed.  

Without looking into the future in-
frastructure of the county, they have is-
sued and passed massive developments 
to be constructed without improving or 
caring about the tremendous burdens 
being put on the county utilities.  

Now, they are alarmed that they 
have outstripped utility capacities and 
are now scrambling for a way to rectify 
their gross mistakes.  This same reason-

ing has caught on like a contagious fever 
to all major cities in Broward County.  

The unified cry going out is”We 
Must Increase Our Tax Base.”  Unfortu-
nately, this course direction is going to 
cost the taxpayer in the way of higher 
utility rates and taxes.  

A no-brainer idea that was hatched 
is to pump treated sewerage into the ca-
nals around Broward county. The intent 
of this misguided idea is to accommo-
date growth (New Construction) with-
out drawing water from the Everglades 
Aquifer which is our main water supply.  
How could they do this with the pres-
ent Environmental water-quality stan-
dards now in place?  Well, according to 
them, it would be simple for the county 
environmental staff to draft a proposal 
to lower water-quality standards for ca-
nals.  

Our canals could then accept highly 
treated sewerage without exceeding 
legal pollution levels.  How will the 
“Highly Treated  Sewerage” be financed 
to their exacting levels of acceptance 
to pollute our canals?  Enter the poor 
taxpayers with bottomless pockets and 
make them pay for illogical solutions to 
pollution and water problems. 

Another few points to ponder are 
the overwhelming infusions of nitro-
gen and phosphates into our canals.  
The long term results would be the de-
struction of wildlife habitats and destroy 
fishing spots.  Highly treated sewerage 
could greatly reduce this prediction of 
serious destruction, but as always the 
average taxpayer would foot the bills to 
try and save our canals. 

County Commissioner Kristin Ja-
cobs, one of the few Environmentally 
motivated caretakers of our county 
waterways stated “This is a cheap way 
out,” she also said “Polluting the water 
we already have in order to have more 
water is the wrong way to go,I’m just 
tired of seeing the beauty of the county 
subjugated for growth.”

George Cavros, an environmental 
lawyer who has organized opposition 

to the plan, said he supports the idea 
of reusing water but said it should be 
done without lowering water quality.  
“Broward’s canals flow into the ocean 
and impact our reefs, flow into the Ever-
glades, and they also recharge our drink-
ing-water aquifer,” he said. “The bottom 
line is, our canal system shouldn’t be de-
graded into a reuse cesspool.”

We all should be concerned that 
some of our elected officials feel that 
they can do anything they want in the 
name of profit and have total disregard 
for the effect their actions will have on 
taxpayers.  

The potential pollution of our ca-
nals and shortage of water because of 
extremely overloaded utility infrastruc-
tures due to uncontrolled construction 
growth is a serious problem.  We as tax-
payers should be united to stop the pol-
lution of our waterways.  

Keep a watchful eye on the future 
meetings planned for the destruction of 
our canals and waterways and attend 
them to voice your opinions and oppo-
sition to their no-brainer plans.

EDITORS’ NOTE:
Several years ago, Fort Lauderdale’s 

canals suffered greatly from severe pol-
lution. Much of the pollution was cen-
tered around the Las Olas Isles where 
live aboard boaters emptied their toilets 
directly into the canals; there were also 
other sources of pollution that were 
hard to track down.

Then City Commissioner Tim Smith 
led the effort to clean up our canals. 
An important feature was the require-
ment that boaters at the docks connect 
their boats directly to the city’s sewage 
system. Coliform bacteria counts, and 
other pollution dropped dramatically 
over the next few years. Needless to say, 
boaters, dock renters and many others 
complained mightily about the city’s 
new pollution control program and 
fought vigorously against it.

It worked; now our canals face an-
other assault. Stay tuned to this issue.

Our beautiful canals are threatened once again by a county proposal to 
dump “treated” sewage in our 200 miles of canals and waterways. 
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by John Heiser, 954-678-7160

Soon children’s voices will fill an old 
Fort Lauderdale fire station, if the plans 
of a dedicated group of volunteers suc-
ceed. 

It was Fort Lauderdale’s third fire 
station, West Side Station Number 3, 
which was built in 1927. At West Las 
Olas Boulevard and West 11th Avenue, 
it had protected Sailboat Bend and 
Downtown Fort Lauderdale for 77 years 
when firefighters moved out and into a 
new station in 2004. 

That is when the work of the Fort 
Lauderdale Fire and Safety Museum, 
Inc., began. The group’s goals include 
saving the historic and architecturally 
significant building, telling the story of 
the 94 year history of the Fort Lauder-
dale Fire Department, and creating a 
Children’s Fire Safety Learning Center. 

Their work began by creating a 
non-profit corporation and achiev-
ing Internal Revenue Service 501C-3 
status, which makes all donations tax-
deductible. Then the volunteer group 
approached the City for the use of the 
building. The City approved the goals 
of the group, and awarded them a 50 
year lease at $10 per year, provided the 
group restores the building and creates 

the fire safety learning center. 
Since the City knew it was going to 

move out, maintenance on the building 
stopped several years ago. The group 
started with large problems; the roof 
was broken and water was leaking in. 
Plaster was falling. The water and sewer 
services were turned off for a neighbor-
hood sewer project. The garage doors 
were broken. And the old fire house 
was very dirty. Things are much differ-
ent now. 

Fund raising has provided $30,000 
to begin preservation work. Almost all of 
the above problems have been repaired 
by both business donors and volunteer 
workers who want to see the fire sta-
tion saved. Now new windows, doors, 
electrical, painting and concrete grind-
ing work are ready to begin when funds 
or donated services are available. 

Retired Fire Battalion Chief Bill Sharp 
is the Construction Coordinator. Bill says 
that “The support we are receiving from 
our business community is just wonder-
ful.” Retired Fort Lauderdale City Com-
missioner John Aurelius is the Vice Presi-
dent and a spokesman for the group. He 
is excited to see the historic architecture 
saved, and points out that after the City 
was devastated by a hurricane in 1926, 
this fire station was the first public works 
project. 

Aurelius says that “The City 
Commission wanted to make a 
statement that we were going to 
come back bigger and better than 
ever, so famed architect Francis 
Abreu, who was building mansions 
here, was hired with orders to build 
a beautiful Mediterranean fire sta-
tion.” 

Aurelius proudly points out the 
Rotunda, wood beam ceilings, fire 
place, leaded glass and inlaid tile 
floors. The group is most excited 

about the planned Children’s Fire Safety 
Learning Center. A child’s size house 
in the rear will allow youngsters to be 
taught daytime fire prevention and 
nighttime fire escape. 

Then harmless “smoke” will come 
out of ceiling vents and the children 
practice dropping to the floor, calling 
“Fire”, feeling doors for heat, running to 
a predetermined place, calling 911, and 
to never reenter a burning building. 

“This is the most important part of 
the project, and our opportunity to pre-
vent juvenile burn injuries and fire fatali-
ties” according to John Heiser, Firefight-
er, Paramedic and group President. 

The volunteers urge everyone to vis-

it the Museum’s web site to learn more 
about this exciting project at www. fort-
lauderdalefiremuseum. com. 

Web site visitors can learn how to 
join the Museum with a cash donation. 
Trade labor volunteers and building ma-
terials donations are greatly needed, 
also. 

And if you drop by on a Saturday 
morning you may see the volunteers 
working and pick up a Membership Ap-
plication. 

The Museum’s Secretary, Jim Van 
Drunen, also can be reached at 954 290 
6901.

RETIRED FIRE STATION TO SAVE LIVES IN NEW WAY
Sailboat Bend Fire Museum feautures two beautifully restored fire engines

‘Tis the Season: Gifts that 
Entertain & Give Back to 

our Community 

By Jaye Abbate

A recent national poll revealed that 
over 80% of the respondents would 
rather receive a more meaningful or 
personal gift, than the standard store-
bought fare. Others preferred some-
thing they could “use up,” to avoid the 
post-holiday gift pile-up and clutter. 
Here are some creative gift ideas that 
satisfy both desires, show you’ve put 
extra effort into the selection process. 
And an added bonus … you also help 
support our home town institutions. 

- A Gift Certificate to the Bro-
ward Center for the Performing Arts 
Music. Dance. Theater. Comedy. Fam-
ily programming. A gift certificate to 
the Broward Center for the Performing 
Arts, or its affiliated venues at Parker 
Playhouse and the Miniaci Center, of-
fers something for everyone. And with 
a world-class roster of talent lined up 
in the new year, recipients will remem-
ber and appreciate you - and your gift 
- long after the curtain has come down 
on a memorable performance. Call for 
details: 954.462.0222

- ENTOURAGE membership 
Give the gift of priority access to some 
of the best entertainment in South 
Florida with an annual membership to 
ENTOURAGE. Since Entourage mem-
bers get to buy tickets before they go 
on sale to the general public, they typi-
cally get great seats when they redeem 
a gift certificate. Another benefit of En-
tourage: Membership fees are tax-de-
ductible. Order memberships at: www. 
BrowardCenter. org/Entourage

- A Personalized Brick on the 
Riverwalk. Give someone a piece of 
downtown riverfront real estate - for as 
little as $50 - when you buy a signature 
brick to acknowledge them. Congratu-
late them for a birthday, wedding, pro-
posal, promotion, retirement, gradua-
tion … or just because. But buy them 
a signature brick - and they’ll become 
part of Fort Lauderdale’s legacy. Your 
tax-deductible contribution supports 
the Riverwalk Trust. 

Your recipients receive an acknowl-
edgement and a map indicating where 
their personal brick is. 

It’s easy to buy online, too, by go-
ing to: www. GoRiverwalk. com.
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by Joni Rosenthal

I arrived at the “tiny” airport in Fort 
Lauderdale in 1968, stepped off the air-
plane and realized that I had found my 
paradise. A true New Yorker, use to the 
effortless sophistication of Manhattan, I 

was totally surprised to find that my new 
home, the four seasons condominium 
had every inch of ambience that I was 
familiar with and more. It amazed me 
that I could be as comfortable in an en-
vironment that reminded me of home 
without having to actually live in New 
York city. 

Built in 1957, the four seasons con-
dominium is a poured-concrete building 
that is unique in that all of the units are 
floor-throughs. The foundation of this 
building is not seen in the newer build-
ings in today’s market. The architecture 
is typical of late 1950’s South-Florida 
style. As you enter the building, you 
will see patterns representing the four 
seasons on either side of the building. 
These images, carved into the concrete 
are decal-like descriptions that reflect 
the theme of the building. 

It is interesting to note that the 
name - four seasons, predated the “four 
seasons” hotels and resorts known es-
pecially as in, the four seasons restau-
rant in New York city. When we hear the 
name four seasons, we know that be-
hind this is name, is some thing impos-
ing in quality and opulence. One can 
find a myriad of “ four seasons,” all over 
the world.

We reach our homes by open walk-
ways, and are continually treated to the 
Fort Lauderdale skyline. Added to this 
setting, is the beauty of the lake that at 
times looks as if someone had thrown 
in tiny diamonds that seem to float and 
bobble back and forth in the water. The 
entire landscape is an expressive presen-
tation of nature’s best dressed that at 
times seems surreal.

I fell in love with the grand restau-
rant at the top of the building, well- 
known as “le dome” of the four seasons. 
This address went on to become one of 
the most sought after “watering holes”, 
in the Miami and Fort Lauderdale area. 
This prominent bistro accumulated a 

five-star restaurant rating 
for all the years that it was 
in business. Sometime 
before le dome closed it’s 
doors, it was given the 
coveted Mobil 5-star dia-
mond award.

Calvin Houghland, 
the owner of the four 
seasons condominium, 
chose to fashion this 
magnificent restaurant 
with the intent of pro-
viding an elegant eatery 

for the tenants of his building. He took 
four apartments with a breath taking 
view of the ocean. From time to time, 
one would see the ships going out to 
sea with their lights out-shinning in the 
darkness. The huge electric sign posted 
on the center of the building could be 
seen for miles.

People came from all over the world 
to see and be seen at le dome. They 
came for three main reasons: the food, 
the white glove service and the beauty 
of the furnishings, a stalwart reminder 
of the elegant dining of yesteryear.

Most evenings, one would find 
many of the apartment dwellers getting 
together for a drink on the 11th floor as 
they gathered to sing and talk around 
the piano. Musical entertainment was a 
given, in fact, a recording of songs, right-
ly named le dome was produced with at 
least 14 of the favorite songs performed 
most evenings at the restaurant. Today, 
when any one mentions the “le dome”, 
everyone seems to recall the good ole’ 
days and the beautiful surroundings of 
this superlative restaurant. 

As long as Mr. Houghland owned 
the restaurant, the owners were able to 
call “le dome” and have their dinners de-
livered to their apartments, along with 
white glove service. Unfortunately for 
Fort Lauderdale and surrounding area, 
the restaurant closed after the turnover 
of two more owners. Sad though this 
was for many people, the apartment 
owners were now able to get up to 
their homes with out waiting for the 
guests to get to the restaurant first.

One of the many gracious modes 

of living at the four seasons is the dock 
space located at the back of the con-
dominium. Sunset lake provides an op-
portunity to park the owners boats at 
the dock that has been refurbished with 
the latest up to date equipment for the 
boats. Being picked up by the water taxi 
at dockside provides another way to go 
downtown without having to drive a 
car. I imagine with all the building going 
on around the Las Olas area and down-
town, this may be our vehicle of choice 
in the near future.

Almost four years ago, the owners 
decided that this eye-catching building 
needed an over hauling, as in a metic-
ulous face lift. The entire building was 
gone through with a fine tooth comb, 
and today it is back to being the grand 
lady of renown. Historically speaking, 
we realized that even with all the new 
buildings going up around us, that it 
was important for the city as well as 
the owners to get this building back to 
where it had been when built.

The four seasons will be an immea-
surable presence in this area for many 
a moon. The balmy air will continue to 
swish and blow around the building, al-
ways keeping the residents cool during 
the hot summer months. This is a build-
ing, the only one in Fort Lauderdale and 
surrounding area, where you enter your 
residence, greeted by doormen who do 
things the old fashioned way, with ser-
vice and a smile. 

The character and quality of this 
building will always be a majestic land-
mark. When seen from an airplane, this 
infamous Two-tone pink building will al-
ways prevail as one of Fort Lauderdale’s 
treasured landmarks as it continues 
to proclaim the gracious opulence of     
-dignified living.

THE FOUR SEASONS CONDOMINIUM GETS A COMPLETE FACE LIFT
LANDMARK TREASURE OF FORT LAUDERDALE

Florida Drapery 
Service Opens its 

Doors in the 
Galleria

Designer handbags, jewelry and... 
window treatments?

That’s right, you can now shop for 
custom window treatments between 
stops to department stores and bou-
tiques at Florida Drapery Service’s new 
showroom at the Galleria Mall.

“Galleria customers are looking for 
quality, custom items in a convenient 
setting. Having a presence there just 
makes sense,” said Wade Shrack, owner 
of Florida Drapery Service.

The company is part of a quickly 
growing national trend of unlikely com-
panies setting up shop in malls to reach 
their clients. 

The mall store features a wide vari-
ety of samples of various window treat-
ments, including blinds, roman shades, 
Hunter Douglas Luminettes and Silhou-
ettes, brand name fabrics, shades and 
more.

Florida Drapery Service offers all 
kinds of window treatments, from 
blinds and shutters to shades and tradi-
tional drapes, top treatments and hard-
ware. The company also offers removal, 
cleaning and reinstallation service and 
works in local homes, hotels and other 
facilities.

The 56-year-old company’s work-
room and main showroom are locat-
ed at 2304 N. Dixie Highway, Wilton 
Manors. For an appointment, call 954-
467-1426 or visit www. floridadrapery. 
com.
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“When smart people refuse 
to engage in politics they are 

punished by being governed by 
those who are dumber.”

  Plato
Chapter 2

 
Who let all these dogs out?

 
I turned around abruptly. I guess 

I heard him or just had the sense that 
someone was there. The Deli had been 
quiet all day.

I had found the second opportunity 
of a lifetime. I thought the motel job 
being laid in my lap was unusual, but 
maybe not! The Deli had been called the 
Railroad Deli. It was decked out in rail-
road motif, mostly little toy trains glued 
to the walls with a big RR crossing sign 
at the cash register. It was a reasonable 
motif as it was beside the FEC railroad 
tracks just inside an area called Him-
marshee Village. 

Today, the Himmarshee area is a 
mix of culture, with the 50 million dol-
lar Performing Arts Center and the thriv-
ing counterculture area, with great res-
taurants and clubs with names like the 
Voodoo Lounge and Chili Peppers, but 
back then it was just another shabby 
area of Fort Lauderdale. The owner of 
the deli had just walked out, shut off the 
lights and never returned. We bought it 
from the landlord, lock, stock and bar-
rel, (not to mention the meat slicer) for 
$3,000. We were short about a grand 

and took in a fellow waiter at the Kona 
Kai as a partner. We renamed it Deli-
cious Deliveries and though the walk-in 
business was weak, we found ourselves 
making deliveries at a frantic pace. The 
phone would begin to ring just after the 
morning rush hour ended with ques-
tions about the specials and the daily 
soup. We had a daily customer named 
Ester. She was the dispatcher for a lo-
cal towing company and would phone 
every morning just after 7 a.m. “What’s 
your soup today,” she would always in-
quire, always in the same way. No mat-
ter what the soup was, she would then 
ask “ it’s not salty like yesterday is it?” 
And I would always reply  “No Ester, I’ve 
told Cindy to lay off the salt.” 

One of our greatest accounts were 
the hundreds of offices in the one high-
rise in town, the Landmark Bank build-
ing, and we were in and out of there 
all day long. The whole downtown was 
pretty miserable in those days, and as I 
said, the Himmarshee Village area was 
even worse. There was no Performing 
Arts Center, no Museum of Discovery 
and Science, no great restaurants (oth-
er than our deli of course), no culture, 
not even the counterculture, nothing! 
All along the riverfront that today is the 
wonderful Riverwalk, with the Espanan-
de Park, Museums, and the emerging 
new condo and townhouse develop-
ments, was a string of aging antique 
stores (is that an oxymoron?), an auto 
parts store with a rusty sign out front, 
and a few decrepit shacks. Homeless 
men and women lived in all the cubby-
holes and alleys in the area. It was pretty 

bleak. But the area had such 
natural beauty. I remind Cindy 
as often as she’ll let me that I 
had tried to talk her into buy-
ing a few of those houses on 
the New River back then, but 
she would always say “they’ll 
never be worth anything!” 
HA! 

The day was a Sunday, 
and as the one high-rise and 
the rest of the downtown 
was closed, and Ester was 
home cooking her own salty 
soup, business was slow. 
We had managed to reel in 
a whopping $19 and it was 
just before closing time. As 
I turned around, a sawed-
off shotgun was gingerly 
placed on the tip of my nose. 
Touching the tip of my nose! 
I wasn’t afraid, at least that’s 
the way I remember it. The 
fear would set in after it was 
all over. I remember sensing 
that it was as if I was hold-
ing the gun, as I was looking 

straight down the barrel, and it looked 
like death. It all happened so fast, there 
was no time for dread. He reached out 
and pulled me out of the backroom and 
jammed the shotgun into the small of 
my back. His accomplice had distracted 
Cindy at the front of the store while she 
was refilling the soda cooler. 

The robber demanded that I “get 
on the ground.” Cindy was looking 
through the wavy glass of the soda 
cooler. She could see me lying there on 
the floor but couldn’t make out what 
was    going on. She thought I was just 
goofing (as is also my nature), and she 
began to laugh. This infuriated the gun-
toting thug, and he yelled out loud and 
very clear “I said get on the ground!” 
Cindy got the message. He meant busi-
ness. 

We both were belly down behind 
the counter. We were facing each other 
with about ten feet between us. We 
looked hard at each other and both 
thought it might be the last time we 
would get that opportunity. The second 
thug went to the front door to act as a 
lookout. The lead bad guy went to the 
register and tried to open it. He couldn’t 
get it open and was growing more frus-
trated by the minute. He jumped back 
and forth for a minute and then came 
back to me and ripped my wallet out of 
my back pocket. He yanked so hard that 
it pulled the pocket right off my pants. 
Being a married man, I had about $6 in 
my wallet. This didn’t make the thug any 
happier. He yelled at me to get up and 
open the register. I remember trying to 

make him think that I wasn’t looking at 
him. I knew these types of guys didn’t 
like to leave witnesses! I hit the right 
button and the cash drawer flew open. 
It revealed the day’s take. Nineteen dol-
lars. The robber was crazy with anger. 
He had risked life in prison and so far 
was only $25 to the good. He glanced 
around and saw Cindy’s purse hanging 
under the counter. He ripped it open 
and found our rent money, two hun-
dred and fifty. He seemed to calm down 
a bit. Just then our business partner Fer-
nando walked in the door. 

The second robber ran out the door, 
but the bad guy behind the counter lev-
eled his shotgun at Fernando. Fernando 
was very lazy. He didn’t much like work 
and today he had decided to shop the 
competition. He had bought a ham and 
cheese sub at the deli across town. He 
did this often. He would come back and 
dissect it, weigh the ham, the cheese, 
inspect for spices, anything to get out 
of washing some pots and pans. As the 
shotgun was trained on him he flew to 
the floor. The competition’s ham and 
cheese slid the entire length of the deli 
and skidded to a halt against the back 
wall. When I think back on it, it sounds 
funny, but it   wasn’t then. Simultane-
ously, the phone began to ring. It was all 
so surreal. The robber flew from behind 
the counter and out the door. I grabbed 
for the phone. I spoke quick and excited. 
Call the cops, we’ve just been robbed. I 
hung up. To this day, I wonder who that 
had been on the phone. The cops were 
there in minutes, but the bad guys were 
gone.

A few days later the detectives 
came in to interview me. They spread 
out about a dozen photographs on the 
counter. “Is he here?” they asked. After 
just a moment I spotted him. I would 
never forget that face that was on the 
other side of the barrel of that sawed 
off shotgun. The detective asked if I 
was certain. I was. I also told him that 
when they found him and his gun they 
would find a sawed off shotgun that 
was shiny and black from the trigger to 
the end. The detective said that I was 
mistaken. “A sawed off shotgun would 
have some wood, not all shiny black”, 
he said. I knew what I had seen and I 
was insistent. When they came back 
to tell us that the dastardly duo had 
been arrested in Stuart after a shootout 
with the police there, I inquired about 
the gun. “Oh yea”, he said. “You were 
right.” The shotgun had been wrapped 
from the trigger to the end in black elec-
trical tape. 

 We put the deli up for sale the 

I LED TWO LIVES - a book by Commissioner Tim Smith
My Life as a City Commissioner and Private Citizen

I Was Robbed, Mugged, 
Blackmailed and 

Ignored, So I Ran For 
Public Office, got Elected 

And Made a 
Difference

AN INTRIGUING TALE 
FROM A FORMER FORT 

LAUDERDALE 
CITY COMMISSIONER

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Tim Smith was a beloved District 

2 Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
from 1996 to 2003. Smith wrote this 
book after he left office to tell his story 
about what it was actually like to be a 
City Commissioner.

His book, Politics 101, will be pub-
lished here in serial form, one chap-
ter per month, over the next thirteen 
months.

Continued on page 19



Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.com www.citynewsfl.com Page 19  - December, 2006 -  Fort Lauderdale City News

next afternoon! This stick-up business 
was for the birds! The sale was quick, 
and we got what we thought was a for-
tune, $7,500, and went off to see if we 
could find a piece of this paradise called 
Fort Lauderdale that didn’t include bur-
glars or robbers! “There ought to be a 
law,” I remember thinking.

The year was 1983. I had been in 
Fort Lauderdale for four years now. So 
far, I had been handed a motel man-
agers job, captured a burglar, started a 
plant rental business, owned and oper-
ated my own deli, worked my way up 
to “Captain” in the Kona Kai Restaurant, 
made friends with an aging, pot smok-
ing jazz great, had a sawed-off shotgun 
stuck on the tip of my nose, and found 
my lifelong soul-mate. This was some 
city! Cindy and I ventured out looking 
for the next opportunity. 

I often tell newcomers to Fort Lau-
derdale to stick it out. There seems to 
be a critical point that strikes many who 
move here. After about a year, many 
of the newcomers want to move back 
home. You see, this isn’t like Kansas, or 
Chicago, or Toronto, or Des Moines, or 
even New York (unless you’re driving!). 
It’s a funny melting pot of everywhere 
in America! And throw in some Carib-
bean spice, Cuban flavoring and about 
another 30 countries worth of confu-
sion and you have the Greater Fort Lau-
derdale area! It takes some getting used 
to. But I tell the young ones – “ the op-
portunities here are endless!” And I have 
the evidence to back it up. It’s different 
up North. If you are born in Brooklyn, 
you most probably will be invited to 
join your dad in the painters union. Or 
maybe work at Uncle Joe’s produce 
business until he dies and you take over 
the business. Or you might be expected 
to just have some babies and continue 
the paradigm. But Fort Lauderdale is dif-
ferent. For one thing, the city is not yet 
100 years old. The city was incorporated 
in 1911 and the population in 1950 was 
only about 15,000! This makes the city 
an infant in city years! 

There haven’t been generations of 
families to build dynasties in the carpen-
try businesses. You aren’t locked out 
of the electrical business! There is still 
a need for more restaurants. You don’t 
need to be related to Ben Franklin to sell 
kites. All you need to succeed is moxie! 
Effort! A good work ethic! But having 
said that, this book’s about politics and 
to succeed in politics is entirely different 
and I promise I’ll get to that soon.

Cindy and I stood there looking at 
the property that had been advertised 
in the paper. It was in an area called 
Progresso. It must be a good area, we 
thought. It was just down the street from 
Sears and Roebuck, for god’s sake! The 
owner was a big Irish guy named Jim 
French. He had advertised the property 
as a “Key West Compound.” We were 

curious what a “Key West Compound” 
was. I would realize later that that was 
real estate speak for “junky grouping of 
old Florida shacks nearly falling down.” 

But we were young and impulsive 
and on the hunt for an opportunity and 
we were thrilled. Jim told us we were 
really catching this at the right time. This 
area was “just about to take off”, he 
would say. When I sold it twenty years 
later, I caught myself saying the same 
thing to the buyers! Big Jim said he was 
only sorry he couldn’t keep it. Times 
were tough and he needed to sell. He 
said he was willing to give it away for 
only $75,000. That seemed like an aw-
ful lot of dough for just three houses 
to us, but he was offering financing! If 
we could just come up with 10% (that 
would be $7,500), he would give us a 
private mortgage for the balance! And 
at only 8% interest! We hadn’t built up 
much of a credit rating by then and this 
seemed like a great opportunity. We 
agreed right there and then. We had 
already spent about $1,000 of the deli 
proceeds and that left us $1,000 short. 
We scheduled the closing for a month 
from then and got busy. Cindy and I re-
member existing on a diet of spaghetti 
without meat sauce and I’m sure I gave 
up beer for the month. With the income 
from the plant rental business and the 
good tips from the Kona Kai we barely 
scraped together the last $1,000. But 
we did it! We were landowners! In Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida! How could life get 
any better?

We moved into the littlest of three 
bungalows in the compound and be-
gan our renovations. We planned on 
moving into the largest house after we 
finished fixing up the little house. But 
there was a problem with moving to 
the big house. It was filled with ten-
ants. They were Vietnamese. All twenty 
of them! It took some work, but after 
our strong encouragement they moved 
out and we moved into the big house. 
This beauty had been built in 1928 out 
of Dade County Pine and though it was 
a bit     rugged, we loved it. Things were 
settling down and we took a breather 
and began to look around at what we 
had and where we were. What we saw 
was not good!

Those bastards. How dare they sell 
drugs right in front of our “Key West 
Compound!” That’s what we saw when 
we began to look around our new Fort 
Lauderdale estate. But we weren’t  go-
ing to stand for it. We were mad as hell 
and weren’t going to take it. After all, 
this was our life’s earnings! Our invest-
ment would go down the tubes. And 
where was that big Irish guy now? 
What happened to this area taking off? 
The only things that were taking off 
were the dopers when the occasional 
marked squad car would crawl down 
the block. I could never figure out how 
the dopers could disappear like that, but 
they would always reemerge just as the 

patrol car went out of sight around the   
corner. 

This is really where my future as a 
City Commissioner and neighborhood 
activist was to start. I didn’t know it yet, 
but I was about to see how difficult it 
would be to turn an area around, espe-
cially an area that was already in the toi-
let.  It took me another 10 years before 
I would really get the hang of it, this ur-
ban renewal thing. We had to do some-
thing now.  Cindy and I had a plan. We’d 
just call the cops. They’ll handle it. After 
all, that’s what they’re there for! Soon 
I would be handed a pungent dose of 
reality. The cops couldn’t handle it. Or 
wouldn’t handle it. Or weren’t instruct-
ed to handle it. Or didn’t know how to 
handle it. I wasn’t sure which of those 
scenarios it was. All I knew was that 
the dope peddling was getting worse 
and worse. Our little plant business 
was growing into a big plant business 
and I didn’t have time for this diversion. 
Wasn’t somebody responsible for this? 
Wasn’t there a government agency or 
1-800 number or something?

Twenty years later, after winning the 
Commission seat, I had the opportunity 
to tour the Police Department with the 
Police Chief. We were in the Records 
Division and the Chief was explaining 
to me how every phone call for ser-
vice received by the department was 
logged and kept for future reference. I 
was intrigued by that. I began to think 
about how I had started to call the cops 
in my attempt to fix neighborhoods de-
cades before. I knew that I had started 
to call the day that Cindy and I noticed 
the drug dealing outside our home, and 
that I hadn’t stopped calling since. If this 
Records Division kept all calls, I must be 
on every page! I decided to put the Re-
cords Division to the test. “Well Chief,” I 
said. Let’s put Tim Smith in that machine 
and let’s see if I’ve ever called the po-
lice for service. The baby started to hum 
and took off. Reams of paper fell to the 
floor. It was embarrassing. People who 
had been working in the area turned 
around to watch. The Records Division 
was working fine. Too fine!

But back to the story. Every evening 
I dragged myself in after landscaping all 
day. I would have just enough time to 
shower to get to my evening job. By 
then, I had been promoted out of the 
Kona Kai and was an assistant manger 
for one of the Marriott’s lounges, the 
infamous Riverwalk Lounge at the Mar-
riott Hotel on the Intracoastal Waterway 
(on the 17th Street causeway). It was 
one happening place. Everyone who 
was anyone would come in. One of the 
owners of the hotel (the Marriott Cor-
poration just had a management con-
tract) would come in every night and 
get sloshed on Sambuca, cause a ruck-
us and harass women. I guess this gave 
me future training for my job as Com-
missioner. As a public official, you are al-
ways juggling things in the air, keeping 

all sides as happy as possible. I would 
have to get the owner out of the lounge 
without a fuss and without angering 
him, calm down the offended females, 
keep the dancing drunken throngs in 
line, and still have my job in the morn-
ing! I was responsible for a crew of 22 
cocktail waitresses, and that was like 
being sent into an alligator wrestling 
ring every night. These were a bunch 
of tough broads! Their arguments over 
what station they were due that night, 
who stole what favored       customer 
from whom, who didn’t do their side-
work etc. took the skill of a United Na-
tions mediator and I just didn’t have the 
time (or the skill) to fix this drug deal-
ing problem outside of my home in be-
tween. 

By now, the corner out front of our 
home had a full time, (twenty-four-sev-
en) drug dealing business going on. It 
was   apparently being run by a Jamai-
can fellow we would give the  A.K.A. 
“Jiffy Pop.” We didn’t know his name, 
but he wore a funny looking cap and 
shoved all his braids up into it. It         re-
minded us of that popcorn that you 
would put on the stove and shake until 
all the kernels would pop and the silver 
foil would fill with the buttery delight. 
But there was nothing delightful about 
Jiffy Pop. Jiffy Pop’s freshness date had 
long since expired. Jiffy pop had to go. 
The cops weren’t helping and we would 
have to try something else. 

We heard about our City Commis-
sioner. Until that time, I didn’t even 
know what a City Commissioner was. 
We didn’t know him, but we  found the 
number for City Hall and put in a call to 
him. We had heard that he was a down 
to earth type of politician. Soon I would 
come to understand the Latin root of 
the word politics. Poli, (meaning many), 
and tics, (meaning blood sucking insects 
!). The Commissioner came to visit. He 
sat with us at our picnic table that over-
looked Jiffy’s domain. We ran the situ-
ation down to him. It was immediately 
apparent that this Commissioner fellow 
was not the sharpest pencil in the box. 

 He assured us that he was going 
to talk to the City Manager and get 
this little Jiffy Pop problem cleaned up 
“tout suite” (though I’m pretty sure he 
pronounced it tooty sweety!) We didn’t 
have much hope. But to give him a little 
credit, he did return weeks later with a 
box of disposable cameras. 

He told us to get the goods on Jiffy 
and his friends and then he would get 
back to us. 

He never came back for the cam-
eras, but it gave me a good idea, and 
once again I would put myself in serious 
danger in this new and untamed city in 
which I was quickly growing up in.

Tim Smith’s book is for sale for $17. 
Call (954) 564-1308 to order your copy.

Continued from page 18
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L’Hermitage Social Club 
presents

The 3rd Annual Mah Jongg Lun-
cheon to benefit Gilda’s Club South 
Florida.

February 17, 2006, 11am-4pm-
- $30 includes raffle prizes & lunch at 
Christina Wan’s Chinese Restaurant 

Location 664 N. Federal Highway in 
Fort Lauderdale.  For more information 
call Fern Bronfman at (954) 568-0078

WINTERFEST BOAT 
PARADE

The City of Fort Lauderdale is proud 
to be a sponsor of the annual Winterfest 
Boat Parade which will take place along 
the Intra-coastal Waterway on Saturday, 
December 16, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.  

The theme of this year’s parade, 
“Broadway on the Waterway” promises 
to be the most exciting parade to date! 

The route begins at Port Everglades 
and continues north on the Intracoastal 
to Pompano.  Boaters can enter the pa-
rade for just $35 and homeowners and 
condominiums along the route can join 
the fun by entering the light-decorat-
ing contest or voting for the People’s 
Choice Award. For more information 
visit www.winterfestparade.com or call 
954-767-0686.

SANTA ON THE BEACH

Don’t miss Santa Claus’ traditional 
candy giveaway along Fort Lauderdale 
Beach on Friday, December 22 at 12:45 
p.m.  Santa Claus and his elves will walk 
along Fort Lauderdale Beach, pro-
viding beachgoers with 
candy canes.  Santa’s 
route will begin at 
12:00 p.m. (noon) 
at the Fort Lauder-
dale Parks and Recre-
ation Building, located at 
1350 West Broward Bou-
levard.  He will travel the 
following route:

East on Broward Bou-
levard to Southwest Seventh Av-
enue South on Southwest Seventh Av-
enue to Southwest Second Street 

East Southwest Second Street to 
Andrews Avenue 

South on Andrews Avenue to Las 
Olas Boulevard 

East on Las Olas Boulevard to A1A 
South on A1A to the International 

Swimming Hall of Fame (501 Seabreeze 
Blvd) 

For more information, call the Parks 
and Recreation Department at 954-828-
7275.

Family Day at 
Bonnet House

 Bonnet House Museum & Gardens 
offers a true cultural experience for the 
entire family on Saturday, November 
4, 2006 from 10am to 4pm.  Families 
may tour our historic house museum 
filled with a delightful collection of art 
and personal treasures from the Bartlett 
family including carousel animals from 
around the world.  Children with help 
from mom or dad can also explore our 
nature trails in search of the many de-
lightful creatures such as fox, frogs, 
monkeys, swans, butterflies and cranes 
as well as be inspired by the artist trea-
sures throughout the house and court-
yard.

Family day prices are $7 for adults 
and free for children 18 and under.
Come explore the lost treasures of Old 
South Florida.

 Bonnet House Museum & Gardens 
is located at 900 North Birch Road in 
Fort Lauderdale and is open for tours 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10:00am to 
4:00pm, Sundays from 12:00pm to 
4:00pm and is closed for the month of 
September. Last tour begins at 2:30pm. 
For more information, visit our website, 
www.bonnethouse.org, or call 954-
563-5393 x. 127.  Bonnet House is also 
available for weddings, corporate events 
and private parties.

Calendar

 Birding Classes offered 
at Bonnet House

First class begins November 18

Bonnet House Museum & Gardens 
is offering Birding Classes for beginner to 
skilled bird watchers.  Classes are offered 
individually or in a series and are sched-
uled on Saturdays from 8:30 – 11:30am.  
The first class begins on November 18, 
2006 followed by January 6 and Febru-
ary 3, 2007. Expert guide Paddy Cun-
ningham will show you how to spot 
the birds with a focus on bird identifi-
cation and behavior. All classes include 
field trips and are aimed at learning new 
skills, exploring local and regional bird-
ing locations—and having fun!
For more information and reserva-
tions, please contact our Director 
of Education and Volunteer Pro-
grams, Linda 
Schaller.  Tel: 
954-563-
5393 ext. 
137 
education@
bonne-
thouse.org

DOWNTOWN 
COUNTDOWN

The City of Fort Lauderdale invites 
you to the third annual “Downtown 
Countdown” to ring in the New Year.  
This free event will take place on Sun-
day, December 31, 2006 on SW 2nd 
Street, between SW 2nd Avenue and 
SW 4th Avenue.  

The spectacular celebration will kick 
off with the Commit 2B Fit 5K Resolu-
tion Run/Walk at 3:00 p.m. and will be 
followed by activities for the whole fam-
ily from 3:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.  Live 
musical entertainment will begin at 7:00 
p.m. and will continue until 3:00 a.m. 
on Monday, January 1, 2007. 

At the stroke of midnight, a lighted 
ball will drop from the sky at the inter-
section of SW 2nd  Street and SW 2nd 
Avenue to officially kick-off 2007.  For 
more information, call the event hotline 
at 954-828-5363.  The 2006 Down-
town Countdown is brought to you by 
the City of Fort Lauderdale and the Him-
marshee Village Association.

BONNET HOUSE RECEIVES 
PROGRAMMING SUPPORT 
FROM STATE OF FLORIDA

     
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens 

has been awarded $26,952.00 from 
the State of Florida for fiscal year 2006-
2007.  

This state funding comes from the 
Historical Museums Grant-in-Aid Pro-
gram administered by the Bureau of 
Historical Museums, Division of Histori-
cal Resources, Florida Department of 
State, Secretary of State. 

 
Funding from this program helps 

cover the cost of Bonnet House educa-
tional programming including art class-
es, theater performances for children 
and historical lectures as well as assists 
in the continued preservation and con-
servation of Bonnet House and its col-
lection of fine art and antiques.

Las Olas Holiday 
Happenings Adds 
Holiday Cheer In Many 
Languages

Recognizing the multi-cultural dy-
namics that makes our com-

munity so vibrant, the 
Las Olas Association is 
one again planning a 
series of Holiday Hap-
penings that celebrate 

some of that diver-
sity!

Start with 
the Italian 

Festival on Tues-
day, December 5th, 
at S.E. 9th Avenue 
and the Boulevard  

fea- turing FREE the music 
of Italy, Italian Dancers, Pastries, 
Games and Prizes. Master of Ceremo-
nies is the fabulous South Florida Enter-
tainer Johnny G. and featuring Franco 
Corso and the golden voices of Dell’oro 
Voci, an A Cappella Quartet, specializing 
in classic music from Gregorian chants 
to contemporary songs. The Three 
Kings Festival takes place on Tuesday, 
December 12 at 8th Avenue and the 
Boulevard.  Enjoy FREE Hispanic Stage 
Entertainment, Children’s Performances 

and Latin Crafts.  The Chanukah Festival 
is on Tuesday, December 19th at 9th Av-
enue and the Boulevard.  The evening’s 
festivities will be lead by Israeli enter-
tainer Ron deGan and will feature FREE 
Israeli Dancers, the Fort Lauderdale Chil-
dren’s Theatre, Latkes & more.  The Bou-
levard will also hold special events with 
a unique display at Saba Gallery and 
treats at Tommy Bahama and Dazzles 
Boutique.

Of course, there’s superb shopping 
for all those holiday gifts… including 
Las Olas Gift Certificates, fantastic din-
ing at the close to two-dozen ‘Taste 
of the World’ restaurants, bistros and 
clubs and an outstanding place to meet 
friends and family.  For more informa-
tion, call (954) 665-9283.

Announcements for this Calendar 
section can be emailed to:

calendar@citynewsfl.com

or call (954) 564-1308.
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ORGANIC HEALTH SPA 
OPENS IN FORT 
LAUDERDALE

Our dream began as one of those 
“disguised blessings” we always hear 
about. In the summer of 2000 my wife, 
Maryann Cockerille, went in for a rou-
tine mammogram and was told she had 
breast cancer, underwent a lumpectomy 
and was presented with a typical choice 
of the usual follow up treatments. After 
listening to medical professionals, dear 
friends, our own inner voices and lots 
of prayer, she decided to follow a differ-
ent path. Together, we traveled across 
the country as well as other countries in 
an effort to educate ourselves with re-
spect to natural health derived from non 
toxic, non invasive activities. We learned 
how important diet, lifestyle, general at-
titude, stress reduction and relaxation 
are in maintaining balance in the infinite 
chemical interactions of a healthy body/
mind/spirit.

She began practicing yoga where 
she eventually learned of Body and Soul 
Retreat of Coral Springs and Lighthouse 
Point. After becoming a steady client and 
partaking of their many services and cor-
responding health benefits, she decided 
that Fort Lauderdale needed what Coral 
Springs and Lighthouse Point already 
had; its own Body and Soul Retreat.

At this point, we did what any red 
blooded American family would have 
done, we mortgaged our house and 
began our quest. Stress levels went up, 
finances went down, but with faith, 
courage and determination and lots of 
hard work our dream has become real-
ity. This could not have happened with-
out all of the angels (most of them clev-
erly disguised as our friends) who were 
there at every turn to support and guide 
us.

At Body and Soul Retreat of Fort 
Lauderdale we offer far more than one 
would expect from a typical massage, 
skin care and nail salon. Our outstand-
ing staff of licensed technicians provides 
a full range of health enhancing services, 
designed to reduce stress and stimulate 
the immune system. Our natural, organ-
ic products, soothing environment and 
excellent service combine to melt away 
stress through various techniques; rang-
ing from deep tissue massage, organic 
facials and healing body treatments to 
toxin free manicures and pedicures.

Maryann, our son Jeff and I proudly 
present Body and Soul of Fort Lauder-
dale for you to savor, enjoy and share 
with your angels. Come and experience 
a peaceful awakening at Body and Soul 
Retreat, 1111 East Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale. 954 463-5554. www. 
bodyandsoulretreat. com.

Feed the “Hungry 
Green Dumpster” 

IT’S BACK AND IT’S BIGGER THAN 
EVER! Harbordale Elementary School 
is once again a participant in the an-
nual recycling program orchestrated 
by the City’s Recycling Department. 
Aptly named the Mixed Paper Program, 
it is a partnership between the school, 
local businesses and the City. In past 
years, the program was limited to the 
collection of magazines and catalogs 
and did not get underway until Janu-
ary. This year it’s starting in November. 
This means in plenty of time to capture 
all your holiday catalogs. Better yet, the 
program has been expanded to include 
mixed paper of all kinds - clean food 
packaging such as cereal boxes, phone 
books, corrugated boxes (broken down 
flat, please), holiday gift wrapping, office 
paper of all kinds, catalogs and maga-
zines, newspaper (only if you don’t have 
curbside service) and especially all that 
unsolicited mail that arrives daily in our 
mailboxes. 

The program runs NOW thru the 
end of April 2007. Over 20 schools 
throughout the city participate in this 
annual competition to collect the high-
est number of tons of material. The 
purpose of the program is two-fold: 1) 
encourage school kids to be active re-
cyclers and 2) divert material from the 
normal garbage waste stream for reuse. 
Schools receive $100 from the City for 
participating and potentially more de-
pending on the tonnage collected. 

Due to on-going construction at 
Harbordale Elementary School, the 
dumpster cannot be located at the 
school. Thanks to developer Jack Loos, 
the special “Hungry Green” dumpster 
has been given a temporary home this 
year in the parking lot off SE 10th Av-
enue which serves as the SW entrance 
to Harbor Shops. 

Please extend a huge THANKS to this 
year’s business sponsors: WELL READ 
New and Used Books, Fidler Eye Care, 
Giorgio’s Restaurant, Quarterdeck Bar & 
Grill, and International Quik Signs. Their 
sponsorship pays for the initial dumpster 
delivery and the special “Hungry Green 
Dumpster” banner.

PLEASE set aside a box or bin in 
your home, fill it with all things paper, 
and feed the “Hungry Green Dumpster” 
regularly during the coming months. 
Not only will you be supporting Harbor-
dale Elementary School but you will be 
helping the environment as well. 

For recycling concerns or questions, 
please contact Harbordale Recycling Co-
ordinator, Vicki Eckels, at email address 
Harbordale@yahoogroups.com.

Business Announcements
Gourmet Select, a 

European Food Market 
opens in Oakland Park

Bringing Taste Home is more than a 
slogan to Yianni Devert, Chef/Proprietor 
& his wife Rose Ann Lovell-Devert of 
the newly opened Gourmet Select Eu-
ropean Food Market on Oakland Park 
Boulevard at 953 East Oakland Park 
Blvd, (just west of Dixie Highway on the 
North Side of the Street). Offering the 
finest choices in fresh seafood (includ-
ing fresh stone crabs and live Maine 
lobsters), packaged premium meats, sa-
vory prepared dishes, and cool inviting 
salads, you will find this upscale market 
a charming detour. 

With just a casual browse, you’ll 
set your table and a festive mood with 
dishes such as Beef Wellington, Salmon 
encroute, Moussaka, or the comfort of a 
creamy chicken pot pie in a flaky pastry 
shell for a truly tasteful meal at home.

Dedicated to fresh, quality, authen-
tic products, the market offers freshly 
baked goods and pastries which are 
made on premises. Although, primar-
ily a take out and catering market, you 
can come in and stand, European Style, 
and enjoy the Segafredo coffee from 
Italy for expressos, cappuccinos or lattes 
along with your morning pastry and af-
fable conversation. Grocery items are 
also available along with excellent, fine 
wines. 

Introducing the flavor of Europe 
along with American -style conve-
nience, Gourmet Select and its friendly, 
knowledgeable staff will help you to 
truly bring taste home.

The market is open 7 
days from 8:00 a. m. - 8:00 
p. m., except on Sunday, 
closing at 6:00 p. m. 

Visit the Gour-
met select website at 
www.gourmetselect.
us. 

Bon Appetit.

Zucca: A Great place 
for Pasta … and 

People-watching!
 

by Jaye Abbate

Bruno Silva’s fabulous Chima Steak-
house brought fine-dining in a styl-
ish setting to the east end of Las Olas. 
Now, he’s raised the bar again, opening 
Zucca Pasta ‘N Grill on the west side of 
the strip, to rave reviews. Zucca’s clev-
er “pasta bar” concept distinguishes it 
from other trendy Italian eateries along 
the boulevard. Guests can choose from 
a wide selection of pastas, sauces, and 
toppings -- including seafood, meat and 
fresh vegetables - which are custom pre-
pared right in front of them. 

Though Zucca boasts a number of 
excellent house specialties, customers 
are encouraged to design their own 
pasta creations, with no combination 
considered too unconventional for Zuc-
ca’s talented team of top chefs. With a 
full a la carte menu of appetizers, en-
trees and delectable desserts, diners are 
definitely not confined only to the pasta 
bar. And, no problem if you’re watching 
the carbs. 

You can choose from salads, sea-
food, poultry or vegetarian dishes, all 
with a contemporary twist to traditional 
Italian fare. For the lunch crowd there’s 
a menu of savory sandwiches. But, be 
sure to save room for desserts - they’re 
not to be missed! 

Just like its big sister Chima, Zucca 
scores big in the looks department. The 
soaring steel and glass space features 
cool distressed concrete accented with 
lime-colored lights, and a second floor 
that floats out over the popular pasta 
bars. Plus, the sleek bar area is regularly 
packed with fetching ladies and fashion-
able metrosexuals alike. 

Located at 401 E. Las Olas Blvd., 
Zucca brings both high-concept and 
high-quality dining to one of the hottest 
parts of town.
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More for us…
By Rob Lowenberg

When I hear “under the bridge”, I 
think of that mean troll going after the 
Billy goats.  But this is Fort Lauderdale 
and we’re lucky trolls are not indigenous 
to the area.  Instead, we have a new 
treasure at the SE 17th Street Causeway 
bridge in the form of the season’s hot 
newcomer More market-bistro-wine 
bar.

On the ground floor of the Portside 
Yachting Center, More caters to our life-
style. The indoor-outdoor dining is Eu-
ropean in milieu, with a casual air but 
certainly serious about food.  You can’t 
go wrong with a kitchen team focusing 
on quality and freshness. The setting of 
bar, tables, wine racks and food cases is 
unstructured and comfortable. Relax on 
sofas with the latest food and yachting 
magazines. The staff is friendly, accom-
modating and well-trained; most have 
been there since the opening which is a 
credit to the place.

More opens at 8 a.m. with an as-
sortment of muffins, pastries, fruit and 
yogurt, but the coffee bar is the hot spot 
serving Illy coffee, espresso, cappuccino, 
latte, teas and iced coffees.

Being in the Portside Yachting Cen-
ter, More has become the unofficial lunch 
club of yacht brokers, agents, crew, and 
Harbor Beach locals.  Jimmy Floyd of 
Smallwood’s Yachtwear just down the 
street stops in at least once a week for 
the Caprese salad.  The dynamic crowd 
is as interesting as the food.  

The food starts with the best in-
gredients. The healthful dishes are not 
glopping super-servings, but respect-
able portions with creative regard for 
the natural flavors.

The homemade soups alone make 
for a satisfying lunch, flavorful purees 
and delicate broths.  These are just a 
few: creamy Portobello, seafood chow-
der, cheddar potato, crab & lobster 
bisque, pasta fajiole, roasted tomato 
with garlic and basil, creamy carrot with 
fresh ginger (zing!), split pea with ham, 
Italian wedding, and Gazpacho.  Don’t 
overlook the cold fruit soups - honey-
dew and Champagne topped with 
strawberry puree.  

Sandwiches are served on fresh 
baked Italian cibatta.  Try the roast beef 
with cheddar, onion, tomato and Dijon 
mustard; or chicken breast, greens, to-
mato, Provolone and pesto.  The stand-
out salad is the Caprese – creamy moz-
zarella, tomato and basil on greens with 
balsamic dressing.  Cherry chicken salad 
and the seafood salad also caught my 
appetite’s attention. If you are in the 
mood for a hot plate, the baked halibut 
with macadamia nut crust required a 
trip back for the same.

Some tasty sides include baby can-
died ginger carrots, wild rice with yel-
low tomatoes and pecans, corn and 
pea pasta salad, and lemon garlic penne 
with asparagus and pine nuts.

More’s extensive wine selection is 
served by the glass, bottle, or take it 
home.  The list is on their Web site at 
morelauderdale.com.  After work wine 
tastings are perfect for the p.m. tapas 
menu.  Let owner Todd Gale help you 
pair a wine with small plates like bacon 
wrapped scallops, chicken Wellington, 
or crab-stuffed Portobello caps.  If you 
would rather have a cold beer in an icy 
glass, there are 16 to choose from.

Everything in the dessert case is diz-
zying, indulgent by the hefty slice. The 
layered carrot cake is erected with rich 
cream cheese mortar; dark, thick Mexi-
can chocolate is perfecto in the rum rai-
sin bread pudding; and try the authen-
tic Key Lime pie here, save the drive.   

The shelves are stocked with gour-
met and hard-to-find delicacies to com-
pliment the fresh fish, wild game and 
prime meats.  This is a one-stop market 
for the perfect take-home dinner or par-
ty.  Stop in for a coffee and look around, 
you can’t help but become a regular.

Open 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday 
– Saturday, free parking, 954-701-4775, 
morelauderdale.com, market@more-
lauderdale.com, ask about catering. 
East bound on SE 17th Street, veer right 
just before the bridge; west bound take 
a right at the light on the west side and 
a sharp right to loop under the bridge.  
Don’t worry; no trolls.

About the author:

With past careers working onboard 
cruise ships and with celebrity chefs, Rob 
is a food and service consultant.  Reach 
him at Rob33301@hotmail.com

Restaurant Review
The 24th Annual Southeast Florida 

Scottish Festival and Games
Presented by Dewar¹s 12

Scheduled for January 13th in Fort Lauderdale
  

A day of Celtic tradition-- including live music, hearty food and drink (including 
a Dewar¹s 12 Whisky Tasting Tent), as well as competitive highland dancing, pipe 
bands and athletics‹is coming to South Florida. On Saturday, January 13th Dewar¹s 
12 in conjunction with the Scottish Ameri-
can Society of South Florida, hosts the 24th 
Annual Southeast Florida Scottish Festival 
and Games at the Fort Lauderdale Stadium 
& Event site.

 Scheduled for 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., the 
popular Scottish Festival and Games has 
been a commu- nity favorite, showcasing 
traditional Scottish culture.  The Fort Lau-
derdale Stadium & Event site is located 
at 1301 NW 55th St.,adjacent to Lockhart 
Stadium.

In addition to the highland dancing, 
pipe band and ath- letic championships, the 
festival and games will also highlight live 
traditional mu- sic, sheepdog herding 
demonstrations, a gathering of South 
Florida clans and societies,the Dewar¹s 12 
whisky tasting tent, children’s activities, coun-
try dancing, Scot- tish fiddling and singing, 
and Scottish food, beer and merchandise.

Live acts will feature Alex Beaton, the 
Hunting McLeod¹s, Keltic Fire and more.

Adult tickets are priced at $10 (advance sales up to January 2nd ) and $15 
(at the gate). Children under 6 are free and 6 to 14 are $3 advance and $5 at the 
gate.  

 For those who can’t attend the festival and games or those who would like a 
double dose of Scottish culture, a Ceilidh (a Gaelic word meaning “celebration”) will 
be held Friday, January 13th at the El Palacio Hotel.

All of the entertainers from festival and games will also perform at the Ceilidh, 
which begins at 9 p.m. Ceilidh tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at the door (per 
person).

 For further information pertaining to The Southeast Florida Highland Games 
and/or the Ceilidh, please call (954) 460-5000 or go to the Society’s website at 
www.SASSF.org.
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Downtown Developments…
                
                 By Kevin Lane

35th Annual
Winterfest Boat Parade… 

Something for Everyone at 
“Broadway on the waterway”

Macy’s has it’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade… Then there’s the Rose Bowl 
Parade… The Orange Bowl Parade… 
But none have anything that remotely 
resembles our own Winterfest Boat Pa-
rade.  

This year, the Seminole Hard Rock 
Witnerfest Boat Parade takes place on 
Saturday, December 16th.  Celebrating 
“35 Years of Holiday Magic,” the Parade 
takes place on the Intracoastal Water-
way traveling from Port Everglades and 
travels 10 miles to Lake Santa Barbara in 
Pompano Beach.  

There have already been a num-
ber of special events, including the first 
White Party that took place at the Hyatt 
Regency Pier 66 Resort & Spa where 
most everyone (except this reporter 
and a few others) wore white.  Beauti-
ful Las Vegas style showgirls, dressed in 
white… and a group of hunky firemen 
who went shirtless to the delight of the 
women, met guests as they entered the 
party on a red carpet.  The firemen were 
autographing their ever popular South 
Florida Firefighters Calendar with sales 
benefiting some of their charities. 

New this year is the ‘Taste of Para-
dise: A Food and Art Extravaganza’ 
on December 2nd and 3rd, benefiting 
the Joe Dimaggio Hospital and taking 
place at Seminole Paradise… There’s the 
Winterfest Black Tie Ball at the Seminole 
Hard Brick Hotel and Casino on Satur-
day, December 9th and the Intracoastal 
Decorating Extravaganza on December 
12th.  With so much going on, we sug-
gest you visit www.winterfestparade.
com so you don’t miss a thing!

Las Olas Offers ‘Holiday 
Happenings’ & Shopping, 
Dining, & Strolling 

Tens of thousands friends, neigh-
bors and visitors converged on Las Olas 
Boulevard for the annual Christmas 
on Las Olas.  It was an evening filled 
with children’s and adult choirs, the Sal-
vation Army Band, dramatic animated 
lighted displays, a Menorah, Santa, 
Snow Mountain  and plenty of holiday 
cheer!  Many of the retailers went all out 
to decorate their windows.  As a follow-
up and to kept the holiday spirit going 
all along the Boulevard, the Las Olas As-
sociation is planning a series of Holiday 
Happenings!

The Three Kings Festival takes 
place on Tuesday, December 12 at 8th 
Avenue and the Boulevard.  Presented 
by El Heraldo de Broward, enjoy FREE 
Hispanic Stage Entertainment, Chil-
dren’s Performances and Latin Crafts.  
The Chanukah Festival is on Tuesday, 
December 19th at 9th Avenue and the 
Boulevard.  The evening’s festivities will 
be lead by Israeli entertainer Ron deGan 
and will feature FREE Israeli Dancers, 
the Fort Lauderdale Children’s Theatre, 
Latkes & more.  

Of course, there’s superb shopping 
for all those holiday gifts… including 
Las Olas Gift Certificates, fantastic din-
ing at the close to two-dozen ‘Taste 
of the World’ restaurants, bistros and 
clubs and an outstanding place to meet 
friends and family. For more informa-
tion, call (954) 665-9283.

Victoria Park Shoppes 
Welcomes Newest Business…

Entrepreneurs Jerry and Shelly Smith 
Open Fast Copi…

The Victoria Park Shoppes, between 
N.E. 6th and 7th Street on North Feder-
al Highway, is filling up fast with a great 
mix of stores, restaurants, coffee shop, 
deli and Fast Frame.  Add to Christina 
Wan’s, HunterDouglas Gallery, Fierte 
(where photo/artist Dennis Dean has 
his studio), Jade Ocean Cleaners, Para-
dise Bank, and the Winn Dixie, the new-
est business… Fast Copi, an innovative 
state-of-the-art graphic, copying and 
imaging boutique store at 644.   

Fast Copi offers a variety of services 
that can support business promotion 
needs, from banners to full-service di-
rect mail packages.  There is an on-site 
graphic artist, state-of-the art color and 
black and white photo-copiers and 
a large format printer that can take a 
photograph and blow it up on canvas, 
which comes with or without a frame.  

Shelly is particularly enthused by the 
range of services that Fast Copi offers.  
From “Biz-in-a-Box,” a comprehensive 
business start-up kit that includes ev-
erything from forming a corporation 
which entails filing all of the necessary 
paperwork to designing logos, printing 

top-quality business cards and creating 
promotional brochures. 

Fast Copi at the Victoria Park Shoppes 
is open 7 days a week from 8:30 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m.  For information, call (954) 
623-5140 or visit www.fastcopi.com

NYC Language School 
Chooses downtown Fort 
Lauderdale For New Branch

New York City business owners 
Elizabeth Lunney and Rachel Meyer 
came to Fort Lauderdale to celebrate 
the success of their New York City for-
eign language school with a “girls’ long 
weekend away” in sunny Fort Lauder-
dale. They left not only with a tan, but 
also with the decision that Fort Lauder-
dale would be the next location of their 
growing business.

“We were sitting at a French café 
on Las Olas sipping wine and watching 
the after-work crowd leave their offices 
when it occurred to us that this crowd 
very much resembled the demographic 
of our typical student,” Ms. Lunney de-
scribes, “young to middle-age profes-
sionals, cosmopolitan, worldly and edu-
cated.” Ms. Lunney’s business partner 
agreed and a year later, in April 2006, 
ABC Language Exchange opened their 
doors, uncoincidentally, right on Las 
Olas Boulevard in downtown Fort Lau-
derdale. 

After opening, the requests for lan-
guage classes began to flow in: Spanish, 
French, Italian, Chinese and a surprising 
number for Arabic. Finding qualified 
teachers in the multi-cultural and multi-
lingual city of Fort Lauderdale was not 
difficult. If you are interested in learning 
any foreign language from Arabic to 
Zulu, ABC Language Exchange can be 
reached at 954-468-1239 or FLinfo@
abclang.com, and is located at 301 East 
Las Olas Boulevard. For more informa-
tion you can also visit www.abclang.
com/fl.

Shino Bay Cosmetic 
Dermatology & Laser Institute 
Brings Premier Cosmetic 
Dermatology & Laser 
Expertise to Las Olas Blvd…
 

A new 1st Class, state-of-the-art, 
very futuristic Dermatology Office is 
opening by years end at 350 East Las 
Olas, Suite 110 (ground floor) and will 
be one of the first “Cynosure Laser Glob-
al Centers of Excellence” denoting the 
highest standards of care and having 
numerous top-of-the-line technologies 
to provide the latest optimal customized 
treatments are paramount. Cynosure is 

one of the worlds leading laser innova-
tors and manufacturers. 

“Dr. Shino Bay Aguilera (pronounced 
“Sheen-O”) is a Board Certified Derma-
tologist, Dermatologic Surgeon, Clinical 
Laser Expert and International Physician 
Speaker and Trainer with over 10 year’s 
experience with Cosmetic Lasers and 
technologies. Dr. Aguilera is a true art-
ist of skin & beauty enhancement keep-
ing it natural looking with, Botox, Fillers, 
lasers and the latest techniques. If you 
want to find out more about the many 
services, visit www.ShinoBayDerm.com 
or call (954) 765-3005.

Maus & Hoffman Offers 
Holiday Gifts… Wrapped In 
MONEY!

Imagine, sending a gift from the 
venerable luxury retailer Maus & Hoff-
man… wrapped in REAL MONEY!  Talk 
about a gift that will be remembered 
forever, Maus & Hoffman has special 
sheets of uncut $1 and $2 bills from the 
U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing.  
Each sheet measures 21” x 25” and is 
sold only as a gift-wrap for M&H mer-
chandise.  One-dollar sheets are $60 
each and two-dollar sheets are $120.  
A special label says ‘Warning… destroy-
ing this gift- wrap may be hazardous to 
your wealth!’  

If you can’t make it to their store, 
at 800 East Las Olas Boulevard, visit 
their website at mausandhoffman.com 
and go shopping on-line.  Gifts can be 
purchased as late as Friday, December 
22nd can be shipped overnight and still 
be delivered in time for Christmas. For 
information, call (954) 463-1472.  

Las Olas Outdoor Urban 
Gourmet Market Returns 

The Las Olas Outdoor Urban Gour-
met Market is back and better than ever 
with an expanded schedule of twice a 
month, the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  The 
2nd Sunday’s location (December 10th, 
January 14th) will be at the Las Olas 
Chemist Shop at 1101 East Las Olas 
and the 4th Sunday’s (December 17th, 
January 28th) will take place in the park-
ing lot between Mediterranean Market 
and Rino’s Tuscan Grill, at 1101 East Las 
Olas.  

Visitors to the Outdoor Urban Mar-
ket, taking place between 10:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m., will find farm fresh fruits 
and vegetables, culinary herbs, tropical 
plants and orchids, fresh baked breads 
and pastries. Local honey, handmade 
soaps and wonderful market baskets to 
carry your selection of goodies home 
will also be part of the experience.

For more information, call Marc at 
the Las Olas Chemist at (954) 462-4166, 
or visit www.lasolasboulevard.com.

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

Kevin’s KornerKevin’s Korner
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Politics Et CeteraPolitics Et Cetera
           by Steve Kelley

And now, 
the rest of the story

Amazingly, democrat Ron Klein just 
defeated our own republican Clay Shaw 
for congress. Three elections ago, Elaine 
Bloom almost beat shaw but lost by a 
mere 500 votes. Shaw’s district had     
already been heavily gerrymanded and 
after Bloom’s close call Shaw went to 
our republican legislature and got the 
district to even more “fine-tune” to en-
hance his re-election prospects. 

Things were nice and tidy with a 
bow on top.

Two elections ago, Jim Stork ran 
a strong campaign against Shaw but 
dropped out a couple of months before 
the election in November, 2004. That 
Stork’s unknown replacement man-
aged to take 36% of the vote made folks 
wonder if a strong opponent couldn’t 
beat Shaw. On November 7, we found 
out.

Klein’s victory is all the more stun-
ning given Shaw’s incumbency, his 
money, President’s Bush’s lavish fund 
raising (including an Idlewyld event on 
Las Olas) and a bullet proof gerryman-
dered district. What’s the world com-
ing to? Ya can’t even fix an election any 
more?

Ken Keechl

Republican County Commission-
er Jim Scott lost to a Democratic, and 
openly gay, challenger Ken Keechl.

Scott was originally appointed the 
the County Commission by Jeb Bush. 
No opponent showed up at his first 
re-election and he continued on. There 
was always a doubt about just who 
would actually vote for Scott if he ever 
had an opponent. On Nov. 7 we found 
out: very few.

Scott had a bad reputation for ne-
glecting the neighborhoods in his dis-
trict in that he rarely, if ever, showed up. 
On the other hand, Keechl has already 
showed up at a Council of Civic Associa-
tion meeting and a Coral Ridge Country 
Estates meeting where he said, to re-
sounding applause, that he would not 
vote to change the zoning of the two 
golf courses there to permit wholesale 
development.

Commissioner Teel

Christine Teel recently took a devel-
oper-subsidized junket around the coun-
try ostensibly to study “smart growth.” 
Of course, Teel has told us all along she 
would stand up to the developers and 

“If you don’t vote, you don’t matter.”

do something about our rampant and 
mindless growth. Teel is planning a run 
for mayor and is obviously lining up her 
“developer ducks” for the big campaign 
in 2009.

Teel seems to be indifferent to the 
Coral Ridge Community and their al-
most unanimous neighborhood oppo-
sition the the huge 210 acre develop-
ment planned for American Golf Course 
and the Coral Ridge Country Club es-
tates golf course. 

Teel has not bothered to stand up 
for preserving what little green space re-
mains in Fort Lauderdale. This is all the  
more amazing as she ran for office tell-
ing us she was against more develop-
ment in the city.

Teel attended a recent Coral Ridge 
meeting on November 9 where the 
president of the association, realtor Sha-
ron O’Connor, arrogantly told all 150 
attendees that only those in favor of this 
huge project were allowed to speak. 
Teel thought that was OK with her.

The Coral Ridge Monthly conducted 
a survey to the area’s 8,000 residents 
back in the fall and found that over 90% 
of residents were against this project. 
None were allowed to speak against 
the project at the Nov. 9 meeting.

One wonders why Sharon 
O’Connor, who, as president for the 
Coral Ridge Country Club Estates ho-
meowners’ association for the past few 
years in name only, had very little con-
cern for neighborhood concerns and 
did little actual work. 

O’Connor acutally told me that the 
“association is not very active.” So why 
is she suddenly pushing so hard to help 
the developers? Did the developers 
promise her something for her support? 
O’Connor can be reached at (954) 292-
4209. Much of the golf courses’ prop-
erty is zoned “Park” thanks to former 
City Commissioner Gloria Katz’s noble 
efforts back in the late 1990’s. 

For the development to proceed Teel 
must ultimately vote to change zoning 
from “Park” to “Residential.” Should that 
happen, developers can proceed with 
full scale development and in-filling as 
they see fit to optimize their profit.

Teel badly needs Coral Ridge’s sup-
port to have a chance for mayor’s seat 
and for that matter, re-election.

She might want to observe that for-
mer County Commissioner Jim Scott, 
an owner in this project and incredibly 
secret about it, lost his re-election bid in 
large part because of involvement in it.

Watch for her to begin her campaign 
for Mayor by showing up around town 
out of her district showing new found 
“interest” for neighborhood concerns.

HEARD AROUND 
TOWN

Well placed city staffers say the new 
city commissioner for district 2 is known 
as Queen Charlotte of Nurmi. They 
add - it’s not a term of endearment.

After a recent city meeting of well 
placed city appointees, it was whispered 
that three votes to remove the city man-
ager George Gretsas are just waiting 
for a trigger. Neighborhoods through-
out the city are complaining more and 
more about Gretsas and his “my way or 
the highway” indifference to neighbor-
hood concerns. Neighborhoods don’t 
like his condescension and patronizing 
behavior toward them. It’s the taxpay-
ers in those neighborhoods who pay 
for Gretsas’ generous wages and ben-
efits package; that also includes his re-
cent fat raise that got approved under 
mysterious, if not weird, circumstances. 
The City News will be reporting much 
more on Gretsas in the coming year. 

According to Naugle, he was 
heir apparent to succeed Clay Shaw in 
congress. With Shaw and County Com-
missioner Jim Scott losing their re-elec-
tion bids, Naugle is fast losing his few 
friends. Oops!

Newly elected County Commis-
sioner Keechl seems intent on keeping 
his promise to be active in his district.  
He actually showed up at the Council of 
Civic Associations development round-
table and was engaged and get this, he 
listened. Ex-County Commissioner Jim 
Scott, known for his flagrant disregard 
for the neighborhoods could’ve have 
learned something. Golly, did heavy-
weight campaign manager Judy Stern 
forget to tell him to show some interest 
in them there constituents?

Don’t count Commissioner Jim 
Scott out – Governor elect Charlie Crist 
(I’m not gay!) will need experienced and 
seasoned appointees.

School superintendent Till was 
fired, but for the wrong reasons. Word 
is that he got on the wrong side of lob-
byist Sterling on an issue and the team 
of Sterling/Miller provided the deciding 
vote on the school board. It had to hap-
pen before the newly elected members 
took office though … Otherwise they 
wouldn’t have the votes. 

Disgraced and defrocked political 
reporter Buddy Nevins has been ex-
iled to Weston.  The good news is that 
it’s closer to his Plantation Home and 

his commute is in the opposite direction 
of the traffic flow. This may be an indica-
tion of how the Sun Sentinel will address 
Broward’s traffic problems, one reporter 
at a time, now that the penny sales tax, 
endorsed by the paper and promoted 
by their contractor friends failed, again.

Fort Lauderdale commissioners
are paying attention to Cooper City’s 
practice of buying the Commissioners 
dinner ...  Word is that Fort Lauderdale 
has done this for ages (only they bring 
the food in for the commissioners).  

Apparently some Commissioners 
are pretty choosey on what is ordered 
and delivered to them on the public dol-
lar ...  Hmmmm.

Sunshine issues in Fort Lauderdale 
…  You’ll have to wait for the next issue 
of the City News to hear about it and a 
on-going investigation. Stay tuned!

City Commissioners can be a lazy 
bunch. On one hand, they beg us for 
our support during their campaigns 
so they can “lead” us and mostly help 
us out. Once elected, they often don’t  
want to do the actual work of leader-
ship; that you, Dean Trantalis?

They like to point to a so-called  “no-
meddling” ordinance that says city com-
missioners, or the mayor, cannot direct 
city employees. When Naugle doesn’t 
want to bother with a neighborhood  
matter, he loves to say he can’t talk to 
a city official, like the city manager, be-
cause he not allowed to “meddle.” 

What the law actually says is that 
an elected official can’t direct a low level 
city employee to fill a pot hole or some 
such task. 

They can, if they choose, actually    
direct the city manager, city attorney 
and city auditors. 

With others, elected officials can do, 
if they really care, is “inquire” about a 
problem. They can get answers; they 
can also bring the matter up at city com-
mission meetings and they can vote to 
get things done.

Inquiring about constituents’ prob-
lem is the main business of elected of-
ficials. It works like this: Citizens contact 
their elected representative about a 
problem and they then make inquiries. 
Sure it’s work; but why run for office if 
you don’t want to do the work?

So when an elected 
official tries to avoid 
taking action because 
of“anti-meddling” be 
sure to ask them if 
they’ll inquire the ap-
propriate city official 
about the problem.
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Candidates’ Stump
Thinking about running for elected 

office in 2009? It’s closer than you think; 
most campaigns start late, often just a 
few months before election dates, re-
sulting in predictable failure and waste 
of the candidate’s and volunteers’ work.  
A lot of money is also lost through a lack 
of advance planning.

The Fort Lauderdale City News will 
cover contests for public office  and at-
tempt to give candidates a forum to dis-
cuss the important issues of the day di-
rectly with the voters of Ft. Lauderdale.

Candidate’s articles, news items, 
campaign events, etc. are welcome. If 
you, or a friend, is thinking about the 
mayor’s or city commission seats, the 
Florida House or Senate, congress, 
county commission, school board or 
other positions please call Steve Kelley, 
publisher at (954) 564-1308 and let’s 
discuss how this publication can help 
you at no charge.

FINDING COMMON 
GROUND 

By Broward County Commissioner, 
Ken Keechl

Thank you for giving me the            
opportunity to serve Broward County. 
As your newly-elected County Commis-
sioner, I am indebted to the voters for 
placing their trust in me. And for those 
who supported my opponent, my goal 
over the next four years is to earn your 
trust and support. I want to be a Com-
missioner who does the right thing for 
all residents, regardless of your political 
leanings.

The 2006 election brought many 
issues to the forefront. There has been 
much analysis over why the winners 
won, what the voters were trying to 
say, and how we move forward. Here’s 
what I know: the residents of District 
4 want accountability. It’s true that I 

spent a good part of my campaign lay-
ing out the differences between how 
the Commission was acting and how 
I would approach the same problems. 
My challenge now is to move beyond 
campaigning and into governing, and 
finding common ground with my col-
leagues on the Commission so we can 
serve the public. Call me an optimist, 
but I believe this will not be a major ob-
stacle to achieving victories for the resi-
dents of Broward.

The overwhelming local issue of the 
2006 campaign season was property 
taxes. They are too high - period. This 
may be the only point each and every 
one of us can agree on. And that’s a 
good thing - it means we will find a so-
lution

We also talked a lot about preserv-
ing Broward’s shrinking green spaces. 
As an environmentalist and a land-use 
attorney, I know we can find a way to 
hold on to what’s left of this precious 
commodity. Once we pave over parks 
or beaches, we never get them back. 
Preservation is a cornerstone of smart 
growth - we cannot stop development, 
but we can grow in a way that meets 
the needs of our increasing population 
and at the same time fosters a distinct 
and inviting environment in the Coun-
ty. Once again, we can find common 
ground.

I also pledged that I would be your 
neighborhood commissioner, attending 
your neighborhood meetings and hold-
ing office days in the community. Over 
the coming weeks I will build my staff, 
move into my office in Fort Lauderdale 
and locate additional offices within the 
district. In the meantime, my new office 
phone number is 954/357-7004 and 
email is kkeechl@broward.org. I hope 
you’ll reach out to me, just as I expect to 
reach out to you.

I ran for this office because I love 
Broward County, and want it to be the 
best it can be. There’s much to be done 
- in addition to the issues I mentioned 
above, we must deal with workforce 
housing, traffic and transportation, and 
a whole host of items big and small. But 
one thing we all want is to be proud of 
our hometown. 

-If working toward this goal is our 
bottom line - our common ground - 
there’s no way we will fail. I look for-
ward to the next four years working to-
gether with you.

FORT LAUDERDALE 
HOSTS FLORIDA 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONFERENCE

Wonderful event works to 
strengthen 

our neighborhoods

By Steve Kelley

The City of Fort Lauderdale and Bro-
ward County co-hosted the 10th an-
nual Florida Neighborhood Conference 
entertaining over 900 registrants from 
all over the state of Florida and from a 
number of other states. With a packed 
agenda, the group attended seminars, 
tours of facilities, art projects, waste 
treatment plants, neighborhoods, etc. 
to get a good flavor of how we do it in 
Broward County.  

Through the State of Florida and 
the rest of the country, Fort Lauderdale 
is noted as a cutting-edge community 
with a diverse variety of programs avail-
able to their neighborhoods. This recent 
conference gave us a great opportunity 
to showcase our programs.  

The neighborhoods of Fort Lauder-
dale are grateful to Vice Mayor Cindi 
Hutchinson for mentoring the event 
and making sure that we were able to 
get the job done right.

With Hal Barnes as the point and his 
able assistant, Jeri Pryor, our visitors en-
joyed a great conference. The seminars 
were diverse and featured specialist from 
all over the state to impart ideas on how 
to deal with a variety of subjects from 
CPTED to newsletters, from consensus 
building to incorporation, from zoning 
and planning to community projects.

To entertain our guest in the eve-
nings, the event kicked off with the 
“Mad Hatter’s Ball on Thursday with a 
surprise visit from “Tina Turner” and a 
vast assortment of creative hats con-
structed just for the event. On Friday 
evening, the city hosted the “Carnival 
of Cultures” featuring the swimming 
hall of fame with synchronized swim-
mers, exotic dancer, Latin dances, Chi-
nese dancers and the famous Bahamian 
Junk-A-Noo bank to get the party start-
ed.  Food  from 5 parts of the world was 
offered and enjoyed by all!  Following 
the Carnival, visitors were offered the 
opportunity to do a pub crawl by trolley 
to experience night life on the beach. 

The wrap up on Saturday morning 
passed the torch from Fort Lauderdale 
to Sarasota who will host the Florida 
Neighborhood Conference next year, 
June 14-16, 2007. 

It is an awesome event and we 
hope that you will joint in next year.

To entertain our guests in the eve-
nings, the event kicked off with the 
“Mad Hatter’s Ball on Thursday with a 
surprise visit from “Tina Turner” and a 
vast assortment of creative hats con-
structed just for the event. 

On Friday evening, the city hosted 
the “Carnival of Cultures” featuring the 
swimming hall of fame with synchro-
nized swimmers, exotic dancer, Latin 
dances, Chinese dancers and the fa-
mous Bahamian Junk-A-Noo bank to 
get the party started.

Betty Shelley (wo) manning 
the Council Exhibit Booth 
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ONE SIZE FITS ALL 
A DEVELOPMENT 

MYTH

By Dan Lewis

As I sit down to write my second 
column for the City News, I am struck 

by the holi-
day spirit and 
how so many 
in our com-
munity will 
celebrate in 
different ways.  
It reminds me 
that it is our 
united dif-
ferences that 
best prepares 
us to face an 

uncertain future.  

It is in that spirit that I’d like to ad-
dress the different views of our city’s 
future growth.  After visiting every area 
of the city during my ill fated campaign 
for Mayor, it became abundantly clear to 
me that the “one size fits all” approach 
to development in our city will simply 
not work.  

The barrier island needs it’s own 
growth and development strategy – 
one that will preserve our beach’s natu-
ral wonder and environment while ad-
dressing much needed redevelopment 
and infrastructure issues.  

Our downtown district likewise 
is distinct and we need to make some 
serious decisions about whether it will 
have primarily a residential or an em-
ployment character.  As it stands now, 
the success of our downtown is largely 
dependent on government and judicial 
uses together with their associated sup-
port industries.  

The residential towers stand mostly 
vacant and have thus far failed to pro-
vide the promised retail economic boost 
downtown. Small businesses are mov-
ing out citing regulatory difficulties with 
the city ranging from a completely dys-
functional building department to an 
uncaring and unresponsive city hall.

Neighborhoods east of Federal want 
to preserve their community character.  
Neighborhoods north of Sunrise want 
the traffic and crime to be controlled.  
Neighborhoods adjacent to the Fort 
Lauderdale and executive airports want 
to know that aircraft will be operated 
safely and quietly.  Northwest neighbor-
hoods object to being left behind, want 
redevelopment without gentrification 
and would appreciate equal services to 
those provided to other city areas.  

We need to move forward on a four 
point plan;

1. Create a comprehensive and de-

tailed plan for the city by neighborhood 
and district thorough neighborhood 
consensus and participation.  These 
neighborhood plans then must be syn-
chronized to the land use and zoning 
maps of the city.  In other words, neigh-
borhood and district plans first – land 
use and zoning second.

2. Strengthen enforceable neigh-
borhood compatibility rules and create 
unified land development regulations 
consistent with the plan. The golden 
rule of development should be “Com-
mon Sense” and “Neighborhood Pro-
tection.”

3. Ensure accurate concurrency 
with parks, water, sewer, public safety, 
cultural services and traffic issues are 
met so that each and every develop-
ment project adds value to their neigh-
borhood.

4. Market the plan to developers 
so they will build to the plan.

My holiday wish for Fort Lauderdale 
is that it can begin to become the world-
class tropical paradise with a thriving 
and diverse downtown surrounded by 
protected neighborhoods of uncom-
mon distinction and style.  A city that 
would be known for its culture, safety, 
beauty and hospitality.

Lewis can be reached by phone 
(954) 462-6648 or by email at dan@po-
liticalstrategies.com.

6PM - 10PM Rain or Shine www.lasolasboulevard.com
954.665.9283 A Free to the Public Winterfest Sanctioned Event

HOLIDAYHAPPENINGS
Italian FestItalian Fest

Tuesday, December 5
SE 9th Avenue & Las Olas Boulevard

Second Annual 

Fiesta de Reyes
Three Kings Festival

Tuesday, December 12
SE 8th Avenue & Las Olas Boulevard

Second Annual

Chanukah
"Thrill to a traditional age-old 

Jewish celebration of Chanukah"

Tuesday, December 19
SE 9th Avenue & Las Olas Boulevard
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CC # B-176 

We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com

Smiley Kidz Dental
Dr. Oana Romasan

            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 
1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

Your Ad Here!
Reach all the 

residents of Fort 
Lauderdale! 

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

Detail Roofing, Inc.Detail Roofing, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Re-Roofs & Repairs - Tile - Metal  Shingles

Licensed & Insured
CCC 1326461
State Certifi ed

954-564-0115
1167 NE 24th St.  

Wilton Manors, FL 33305

LAWN SPRINKLER SERVICE
Repairs, Installation, Maintenance

Call me for a free evaluation and I’ll show you 
how to save 100s dollars yearly with a water 

effi cient lawn sprinkler system.

Ron Shilton Irrigation SpecialistRon Shilton Irrigation Specialist
954-828-1310954-828-1310

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get 
Ahead” workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net
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Letters
Submitting your 

letter to the Editor:

Your letters to the editor are welcome 
at the Fort Lauderdale City News. You 
should include your telephone number 
so that you may be called for verifi ca-
tion. Your name will be included with 
your published letter to the editor.

Emailed letters are best - email your 
letter to: letters@citynewsfl .com
Letters can be mailed to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Affordable Housing

I have lived in Fort Lauderdale since 
1981 and have seen many changes since 
then. But I have yet to see any afford-
able housing.

There has been so much graft in the 
city and county commission offi cers it’s 
unreal.

The builders that come into Broward 
County to put up condos promise us 
they will add so many houses afford-
able.

But they renig on their promises and 
the city and county lets them get away 
with it. There needs to be something 
done to force the builders to keep their 
promises.

Now we have two county commission-
ers that have a stake in property.
One is the county courthouse, the other 
is the only real golf course in Fort Lau-
derdale. I say something has to be done 
to keep this from happening over and 
over again.

Ray McKinney, Fort Lauderdale

Sewage in our canals

    As a Florida native for almost 50 
years I have spent a great deal of time 
on our waters, at our beaches, and in 
our ocean.  I have witnessed the decline 
in our water quality and the explosion 
of algae on our reefs.  Dinofl agellates 
attack our fi sh and red tide attacks our 
lungs.
    Urban and agricultural runoff are a 
big part of the problem and we need 
your best efforts to stop it.  I know there 
are no easy answers and no overnight 
fi xes but if you and your team act to 
take the strongest actions possible today 
that will be a big fi rst step.  A big step 
that you and your successors can build 
on.  Educating politicians as to how tru-
ly dire the current ecological conditions 
are will help today and in the future.
    Dumping semi-treated sewage into 
our coastal waters is inexcusable. Given 
all the science and knowledge we have 
today we know it must end.  There is no 
reason other than economics that we al-
low municipalities to continue to dump 
their effl uent into the waters where tour-
ists swim and our children play.  This is 
a factor of development and its solution 
should be a cost of further develop-
ment.  Please come up with an enforce-
able plan to phase out this third world 
practice.

Ned Stone, Fort Lauderdale

Breath of fresh air

    I just received your newest publica-
tion “The Fort Lauderdale City News” 
and reading it was like opening the win-
dows of the house and letting in some 
very fresh air.  
     Finally, someone is saying what 
needs to be said and what needs to 
be heard.  My wife and I are 25 yr 
residents and reside in Croissant Park.  
We are just a couple of working class 
people who are feeling betrayed by the 
good people elected to represent us.  
     This city has been sold-out to devel-
opers and the free-spirited charm and 
small town feel it once had is lost and 
gone forever.  Now we are in a fi ght 
against seemingly overpowering odds 
to save what we can and put the brakes 
on this mindless overdevelopment.  
“More” is not always better!  I am 
looking forward to future issues of the  
City News and encourage you to keep 
“their” feet to the fi re.  
     Good Luck!

Michael Jaramillo  
Fort Lauderdale

A new forum in town

Thank you, Mr. Kelley, for beginning a 
local paper devoted to the residents of 
Fort Lauderdale rather than the {Chi-
cago} Tribune’s “bottom line” and cor-
porate viewpoint. I was shocked to fi nd 
out that even Sun-Sentinel subscriptions 
are handled out of Chicago! Or maybe 
India . . . I guess they don’t trust the 
locals with money.

I’m especially pleased that we’ll fi nally 
have a forum to discuss local problems: 
for example, the city commission has 
decided to ignore the fact that Fort Lau-
derdale is near the limit on our South 
Florida Water Management District 
water allocation. I anticipate that a lot 
of taxpayer dollars will be given to “pri-
vate enterprise” to make this situation 
even worse for taxpayers.
    Another topic is the 11% property tax 
increase this year. Perhaps that ex-
plains how the commission can donate 
$357,000 for Downtown Development 
Authority Chairman Alan Hooper’s 
“streetscape improvements” on top of 
$1,600,000 in prior subsidies. Just think 
how that nearly $2,000,000 could have 
fi nanced some low-income homes if 
used creatively.

Karen Jacobs, Fort Lauderdale

Dr. Snipes:   PLEASE LET US 
VOTE AT BURGER KING!
 
    At Burger King recently I bought one 
sandwich and, amazingly, and got three 
paper receipts. Now that’s real paper 
trail and it wasn’t hard.
    If they can do this for us for buying 
ONE sandwich for a ONE time visit
THINK what they could do if you 
would let us vote there. We’d probably 
get a receipt suitable for framing signed 
by an elected offi cial! TALK ABOUT 
VOTING WITH CONFIDENCE!
     All we got the last time we voted and 
many times before that was a little oval 
sticker that said “I voted.” Since the 
debacle of the 2000 election the elected 
offi cials in Broward County and State 
of Florida have done NOTHING to al-
low us 
to vote 
with 
confi -
dence! 
As bad 
as they 
were, 
when 
we had 
“hang-
ing chads” at least there was DOCU-
MENTATION!
     We do not trust the electronic voting 
machines you have purchased. Every-
one knows that they do not allow for a 
re-count. The votes can be SWITCHED 
without anyone knowing.  
 
It has been proved many times.  

Tom Hardt, Fort Lauderdale
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Normal for Naugle

     I’ve been reading with amusement 
the recent Letters to the Editor concern-
ing the latest foulness to come out of 
the mouth of Fort Lauderdale’s Mayor 
Jim Naugle. Jim is opposing the City’s 
Affordable Housing Ordinance. He con-
siders people who can’t afford to buy a 
home in Fort Lauderdale just “schlocks 
that lie around on the couch drinking 
beer .“
     What amazes me is that many of the 
writers expressed “shock” and “amaze-
ment” at Naugle’s wacky comments. 
Naugle has been a nutjob for decades.  
Did they miss the one where Naugle 
said gays are criminals and should be 
arrested for their homosexual behavior? 
Were they out of town when Naugle 
said that everyone should own an Uzi 
sub-machine gun? Was their paper 
late when he called our Law Enforce-
ment professionals lazy and overpaid? 
Did his opinion that the electric chair 
should be abolished because it uses too 
much electricity and that we should use 
a “strong rope and a stiff tree” escape 
their notice?
     The unfortunate answer is that most 
citizens don’t pay too much attention to 
local politics. In the last election, only 
about ten percent of the citizens both-
ered to show up at the polls. If the trains 
run on time and the garbage gets picked 
up, they fi gure the Mayor must be doing 
a decent job. Truth is, if we had a truly 
capable and sane Mayor, Fort Lauder-
dale could rank among the best cities in 
the world. 
      Thank God for term limits; Naugle 
has to go in 2009. But if my fellow 
citizens see fi t to get rid of him before 
then, I’ll be most proud to serve out the 
remainder of his term.
      Tim Smith, Fort Lauderdale

More on the Coral Ridge Golf 
Course Project

    I would like to offer some perspective 
on the proposed upgrade of our neigh-
borhood golf course and clubhouse 
facilities. First a little background: 
My family has lived in Fort Lauder-
dale since 1955 and in 1967 moved 
into one of the fi rst homes in the area 
now referred to as Coral Ridge Coun-
try Club Estates. My dad and brother 
were actually buying lots and building 
homes here in the late ‘60’s and liked 
their product so much they each kept a 
home for themselves. I joined them in 
1971, and together we built and sold 
more than 50 homes on both sides of 
the course, back when home lots off 
the course were selling for $6,000 and 
premium golf course half-acre lots were 
going for $25,000. 
    Our community is now at a major 
crossroads. I support the current club 
owners’ plans to revitalize the 50-year-
old Coral Ridge Country Club facility 
for many reasons. Most importantly, 
the proposal will ensure the preserva-
tion of Coral Ridge Country Club and 
its 160 acres of open space. Without 
this plan, the long-term viability of the 
country club, and the desirability of its 
surrounding neighborhoods, remains in 
doubt.
    A major upgrade is overdue. Since 
Jan and I built our current home in 
1978 on the American course, we’ve 

seen very little change in the course’s 
quality. In fact, the only signifi cant 
change is the dramatic loss of trees. The 
former property owners always seemed 
reluctant to upgrade, and the course’s 
rather mediocre look has held back the 
appreciation of our homes.
    The perfect solution would be a 
championship course with affordable 
greens fees, open to the public. Howev-
er, economic realities make this impos-
sible. Our neighborhood is left with, 
“What next?” and if we do not like the 
proposed plan, “What then?” It is im-
portant to keep in mind that the current 
owners are not only the developers, but 
also our neighbors. They are all long-
time residents and businessmen with 
excellent reputations in the community. 
Their new development will have a 
signifi cant positive long-term impact on 
all our property values.
     We must remember that this is 
private land. While open to the public 
for years, it is not publicly owned. The 
owners have no inherent obligations to 
open it to the public -- no more so than 
any other business. 
    Something is going to be developed 
sooner or later, either by the present 
owners or someone they sell it to. It 
would be hard to envision an alterna-
tive proposal with greater value for 
our neighborhood. We’ve all seen golf 
course conversions being approved with 
much higher density. Clearly, home-
grown investors known to the commu-

nity are much preferred over outsiders. 

One last observation: World-class facili-
ties like the golf, tennis and clubhouse 
now being proposed have a positive 
ripple effect on the city, the county 
and beyond. We’ve all seen this with 
the Broward Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, where surrounding real estate 
values have exploded in just a few short 
years. I believe we can expect a similar 
effect for our neighborhood in the years 
to come.

Frank Abdo, Fort Lauderdale

Letters

Election Observations

    Okay, I have been trying to think of 
a way to write about the recent elec-
tions without getting too political.  
After all, with the exception of religion, 
politics is probably the biggest divider 
of people.  Be that as it may, I think that 
it is our duty as citizens of a democracy 
to discuss our differences so that we can 
reach a common ground of understand-
ing and respect.  With that in mind, 
please don’t take the rest of this article 
to be anything more than the simple 
opinion of one of your neighbors.  You 
may agree with some of what I say, and 
you may fi nd yourself in complete op-
position to other parts, but the impor-
tant thing is that I am saying it, and you 
are reading it.
    So, the Democrats took the House 
and Senate.  Well, it’s about damn time 
America!  I mean seriously, whether 
you are a Republican, a Democrat, or a 
complete Independent, you would have 
to be blind not to see the mountain of 
damage that the current administration 
has done to our country and our way 
of life.  Don’t take this as a cheer for 
the Democrats, for it is not meant to 
be.  Rather it is a celebration of the fact 
that we as a people fi nally woke up and 
smelled the coffee (some of us a couple 
of years too late).  Hopefully, this is 
a step in the right direction, a move 
towards reason and sound judgment; a 
sign that we intend to hold our leaders 
accountable for their actions.  Chances 
are, however, it is just another knee jerk 
reaction by the masses, for if nothing 
else, we are fi ckle, and always yearn to 
be on the winning team.
    You know, in ancient Peru the leaders 
of certain townships were chosen based 
on their wealth and infl uence.  Sounds a 

lot like the way we do things, huh?  Ah, 
but wait until you hear the rest.  You see 
these ancient leaders were expected to 
use their wealth and power to protect 
and provide for their subjects.  In many 
cases, by the end of their tenure, the 
powerful rulers had completely depleted 
their own resources, re-entering society 
on par with the common worker.  How 
about that!  Maybe we should give that 
a whirl in the good old USA!  What 
caliber of people would run for offi ce 
then?
Gary Linnell, Fort Lauderdale
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ENDLESS GROWTH 
KILLS PARADISE

By Lesley Blackner

According to philosopher Arthur 
Schopenhauer, all truth passes through 
three stages before acceptance. First, 
the truth is ridiculed. Second, it is vio-
lently opposed. Finally, the truth is ac-
cepted as being self-evident.

The truth is that endless growth is 
a political decision that can be accepted 
or rejected by the electorate.

The doomsday reaction of the 
growth industry to the voter mandates 
to cap building heights in Ormond 
Beach and Edgewater indicates that the 
truth about growth is now in the sec-
ond stage.

The first stage lasted from Henry 
Flagler’s arrival in the late 19th century 
until the turn of the 21st century. During 
that phase, Florida was a developer’s 
paradise. Growth happened. And to try 
to stop it was like trying to stop the sun 
from coming up in the morning.

But over time the realities of un-
checked construction have come home 
to roost. Polls consistently show that 
Floridians aren’t happy that they paved 
over paradise. Floridians don’t want 
densities approaching Hong Kong. Flo-
ridians are figuring out that they are tired 
of accommodating intense, endless de-
velopment, even when it is served up all 
shiny and new as “smart growth.”

Land-use decisions are supposed to 
protect the community, not the bank 
accounts of wealthy developers. What 
to do? Floridians are realizing that if our 
elected officials aren’t interested in pro-
tecting us from endless development, 
we must do it ourselves.

The growth machine is not tak-
ing it well. The “experts” are painting 
a doomsday scenario: If the developers 
can’t go up, they will sprawl out, and 
make things even worse. Hmmm. The 
truth is that the developers want to go 
up and out. They want it both ways, 
and they usually get it. In Broward 
County there is virtually no remaining 
open space in private ownership and 
yet the building continues. You see a 
new Manhattan emerging.

The growth machine is crying over 
the height caps because the voters “are 
limiting their potential.” For what? To be 
the next Orlando? The voters of Edge-
water and Ormond Beach have spoken, 
but the growth machine doesn’t want 
to listen.

Phase three will arrive in Novem-
ber 2008 when the Florida Hometown 
Democracy amendment is on the state-
wide ballot. This historic effort will com-
plete the acceptance of the fundamen-
tal truth that a decision to grow should 
not be approved unless the community 
finds that the proposal will benefit the 

community. And voters will make these 
decisions themselves in order to ensure 
that growth approvals really do reflect 
the will of the people.

In the meantime, phase two will be 
entertaining.

Blackner, an attorney in Palm Beach, 
is president of Florida Hometown De-
mocracy. Florida Hometown Democracy 
is a grass roots effort run by volunteers. 

TheY can be reached at 1-866-779-
5513. To learn more about the constitu-
tional initiative, go to floridahometown-
democracy.com

CITY LAUNCHES 
NEW RECYCLING 

PROGRAM 

Residents Encouraged to Partici-
pate to Help Local Schools Earn 

Recycling Dollars 

The City of Fort Lauderdale has 
launched a new “Got Paper? Hungry 
Green Dumpster” recycling program at 
15 area schools. The program, which is 
an extension of the former Magazine/
Catalogue Recycling Program, has been 
expanded to now include the following 
mixed paper products:

Cereal boxes   
Large corrugated cardboard 
Clean pizza boxes   
Magazines and catalogues 
Copy paper          
Office paper (any color) 
Junk mail 

Residents may drop off recyclable 
materials at any of the participating 
schools through Friday, April 27, 2007. 
Schools that are collecting materials will 
have a designated recycling dumpster 
located on campus. The dumpster can 
be used by residents and businesses to 
drop-off acceptable recyclable goods. 

This campus-based partnership with 
local schools allows the City to create 
additional recycling opportunities for all 
residents, including apartment and con-
do dwellers and businesses that do not 
have recycling programs in place.

Each school will be financially re-
warded for participating in the program, 
and the top three schools that collect the 
most recyclable program materials will 
receive an additional bonus. Generous 
program sponsors will cover program 
operational costs. A list of participating 
schools and program sponsors can be 

found below. 
For more information about this or 

other City of Fort Lauderdale recycling 
programs, please contact Casey Eckels, 
Recycling Coordinator, by phone at 954-
828-5577 or by e-mail at Ceckels@fort-
lauderdale.gov. Additional information 
may also be found on the City’s website 
at www. fortlauderdale. gov/recycle.

Participating Schools in the City of 
Fort Lauderdale: “ 

Bayview Elementary School - 1175 
Middle River Drive 

Bennett Elementary School -1755 
N. E. 14th Street

(Hungry Green Dumpster is located 
at cul de sac at the south end of N. E. 
18th Street)  

Croissant Park Elementary School - 
1800 S. W. 4th Avenue  

Dillard Elementary School - 2330 N. 
W. 12th Court 

Fort Lauderdale Christian School - 
6330 N. W. 31st Avenue 

God’s Little Creations Preschool - 
6400 NW 31st Avenue   

Olive Seventh-Day Adventist - 3013 
N. W. 11th Street  

North Fork Elementary School - 101 
N. E. 15th Avenue  

St. Anthony’s Catholic School - 820 
N. E. 3rd Street    

St. Jerome Catholic School - 2601 S. 
W. 9th Avenue   

Stranahan High School - 1800 S. W. 
5th Place    

Sunrise Middle School - 1750 N. E. 
14th Street 

(Hungry Green Dumpster is located 
at cul de sac at the south end of N. E. 
18th Street) 

Trinity Lutheran School - 110 S. W. 
11th Street    
     Virginia Shuman Young Elementary 
School - 101 N. E. 11th Avenue  

Walker Elementary School - 1001 N. 
W. 4th Street   

New Skincare Center 
Brings Unique Services to 

Downtown 
Fort Lauderdale

-Announcing the Grand Opening 
of PURE Skin & Beauty Medical 

Skincare Center-

Velia Szeinbein, a Fort Lauderdale 
resident, licensed paramedical estheti-
cian and skin care expert announces 
the Grand Opening of PURE Skin & 
Beauty Medical Skincare Center (PURE) 
conveniently located in the historic 
Himmarshee Court Building just a block 
from US 1, Broward and Las Olas Bou-
levards. 

Owner and creator Velia Szeinbein 
works closely with renowned plastic 
surgeons, Dr. Harry Moon, MD and Dr. 
Tracey Stokes, MD. Her newest creation 
– PURE Skin & Beauty Medical Skincare 
Center – offers state of the art technol-
ogy in a comfortable, private setting. 

“We give our clients/patients a relax-
ing experience and offer services, many 
of which are used in Europe and not al-
ways available here in the states,” said 
Velia Szeinbein. “Our mission at PURE 
is to provide our clients/patients a per-
sonalized aesthetic and medical treat-
ment program to achieve their personal 
goals.”

With more than 20 combined years 
of experience, Velia and her team of ex-
perts specialize in intensive anti-aging 
skin resurfacing treatments, diamond 
and crystal micro-dermabrasion, sun 
damage repair, lymphobiology and 
other clinical skin care treatments and 
professional massage therapies. 

Additionally, PURE offers waxing 
and hair removal, tinting, makeup ap-
plications and lessons, nail care and Ex-
treme eyelash extensions.

PURE Skin & Beauty Medical Skin-
care Center is located at 717 SE 2nd 
Street, Suite 202 of the Himmarshee 
Court Building in downtown Fort Lau-
derdale. 

For an appointment or information, 
call 954-467-9733. Visit the website at 
www. pureskinandbeauty. com.
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• Engineering

• Construction Engineering & Inspection

• Municipal Engineering

• Transportation Planning & Traffic Engineering

• Surveying & Mapping

• Planning

• Landscape Architecture & Environmental Services

• Construction Services

• Indoor Air Quality

• Data Technologies & Development

• Emergency Management Services

There’s virtually nothing we can’t do. 
There’s absolutely nothing we don’t do well.

1800 Eller Drive, Suite 600, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 • Tel: 954.921.7781 • Fax: 954.921.8807 • www.calvin-giordano.com
Fort Lauderdale West Palm Beach Orlando Fort Pierce Homestead

Handpainted Glassware
 Cocktail Napkins

 Hand Painted Martini Glasses

Scented Candles 
 Aunt Sadies Candles

 Malibu Tealight Stake

 Tiamo Soy Blend Candles

Featured Artists
 Lolita

 Cybill

Unique Gifts
 Celebriducks

 Zortz

 String Doll

1968 East Sunrise Blvd. Fort Lauderdale

Store Hours: 11AM to 7PM - Monday thru Thursday

11AM to 8PM - Friday & Saturday Noon to 5PM - Sunday

In the Gateway Shopping Center954-779-7404

Simply
Irresistible Home Accents

A unique home décor & gift shop 
that features gifts and home accents 

for that special someone.

Napkins

Candles
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CASBAH’S
Holiday Gift Certificates

Vixen
Spa Pedicure
Aromatherapy Massage
or Facial
Total $125

Blitzen
Aromatherapy Massage
or Facial
Total $80

Prancer
Manicure
Pedicure
Facial
Aromatherapy Massage

Total $225

Let us help you with your Holiday Shopping List

because even the person who has everything

can't get enough of this...

1000 Seminole Drive
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
Across from the Galleria Mall

954.630.0633
Fax 954.630.3351

Rudolph
Spa Manicure
Spa Pedicure
Aromatherapy Massage
Casbah Essential Facial
Seaweed Body Wrap
Spa Lunch
Total $390

Dancer
Manicure
Spa Pedicure
Total $63

Cupid
Two Spa Pedicures
2 Aromatherapy Massages
A Champagne Toast & 
Sweet Suprise
Total $260

18% GRATUITY CAN BE ADDED UPON REQUESTA Full Service Spa & Salon

www.casbahspa.com
– Open 7 Days –

Happy Holidays
From the Staff at 

Casbah Spa & Salon

Purchase Gift Certificates
Online Anytime at

www.casbahspa.com


